
PLUS: PROCUREMENT | CHARGING INFRASTRUCTURE | V2G | PEUGEOT E-208 ROAD TEST

GF100 MOST INFLUENTIAL

ONE HUNDRED 
INSPIRING PEOPLE

Our pick of the people that have shaped the  
zero and low-carbon fleet and transport sectors

www.greenfleet.net

DRIVING THE SWITCH TO CLEANER FLEETS

ISSUe 131

GreenFleet





Visit 

greenfleet.net 

for the latest news, 

features, road tests  

and interviews

PLUS: PROCUREMENT | CHARGING INFRASTRUCTURE | V2G | PEUGEOT E-208 ROAD TEST

GF100 MOST INFLUENTIAL

ONE HUNDRED 
INSPIRING PEOPLE

Our pick of the people that have shaped the  
zero and low-carbon fleet and transport sectors

www.greenfleet.net

DRIVING THE SWITCH TO CLEANER FLEETS

ISSUe 131

GreenFleet

P ONLINE P IN PRINT P MOBILE P FACE-TO-FACE

© 2021 Public Sector Information Limited. No part of this publication can be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any other means (electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording or otherwise) without the prior written permission of the publisher. Whilst every care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of the editorial content the publisher 
cannot be held responsible for errors or omissions. The views expressed are not necessarily those of the publisher. ISSN 2399-4940

GreenFleet is a member of the Independent Press Standards Organisation (which regulates the UK’s magazine and newspaper industry). We abide by the Editors’ Code of Practice and are 
committed to upholding the highest standards of journalism. If you think that we have not met those standards and want to make a complaint please contact Michael Lyons or Angela Pisanu 
on 0208 532 0055. If we are unable to resolve your complaint, or if you would like more information about IPSO or the Editors’ Code, contact IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or visit www.ipso.co.uk

PUBLISHED BY PUBLIC SECTOR INFORMATION LIMITED
226 High Rd, Loughton, Essex IG10 1ET. Tel: 020 8532 0055 Web: www.psi-media.co.uk
EDITOR Angela Pisanu PRODUCTION MANAGER/DESIGNER Dan Kanolik PRODUCTION CONTROL Lucy Maynard  
WEB PRODUCTION & ADMINISTRATION Victoria Casey PUBLISHER George Petrou ACCOUNT MANAGER Kylie Glover

If you would like to receive 6 issues of GreenFleet magazine  
for £150 a year, please contact Public Sector Information Limited, 
226 High Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 1ET. Tel: 020 8532 0055 
 
GreenFleet® would like to thank the following organisations for their support:

DRIVING THE SWITCH TO CLEANER FLEETS
GreenFleet

GF
GreenFleet

Follow and 
interact with  
us on Twitter: 
@GreenFleetNews

C
om

m
ent

Issue 131 | GREENFLEET MAGAZINE 3 

Praising green 
influencers 

The government’s ‘Ten Point Plan’ announced that petrol and diesel cars 
and vans will be phased out from 2030 – ten years earlier than previously 
planned. It also announced that a consultation will be launched on a 
date for phasing out the sale of new diesel heavy goods vehicles.

With 2030 in sight, the race to switch to zero emission transport is on. Thankfully, 
the fleet and transport sector is full of committed people that are doing excellent 
work in this area, and our GF100 Most Influential list recognises such individuals. 
The list covers people from a range of sectors including fleet, vehicle manufacturing, 
local government, energy, fleet suppliers, industry associations, and campaigners. 
What they have in common is their work to clean up transport and eliminate 
harmful emissions. See pages 25 to 42 to find out who has made this year’s list.

There’s also a review of the 2020 GREENFLEET Awards, on page 15, which again 
demonstrates the hard work and efforts of companies and individuals in our sector.

Elsewhere, Kim Harrison explains how the Crown Commercial Service can 
help public sector fleets access solutions to meet their sustainability targets, 
and Geoff Murphy speaks about the Charge Project, an initiative to accelerate 
the roll-out of public electric vehicle charging infrastructure within the 
Merseyside, Cheshire, North Shropshire and North & Mid Wales area.

Angela Pisanu, editor

Despite 2020 being a difficult year due 
to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, the 
green transport agenda did not slow. 
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25 GF100 Most Influential 
A look at who’s made the 2021 GREENFLEET 100 
Most Influential list, looking back over the past 
year at the people that have shaped the zero 
and low carbon fleet industry  
 

45  Commercial GREENFLEET: 
News 
Nissan biggest supplier of electric 
commercial vehicles to UK fleets; Rhyner 
Logistik takes on electric Renault truck 
with solar panels; MAXUS presents larger 
electric van with 219 mile range

49 Commercial GREENFLEET: 
Freight & Logistics
The Low Emission Freight and Logistics Trials 
(LEFT) put everything from renewable hydrogen 
fuel and battery electric trucks through to 
biomethane fuel, kinetic energy recovery systems 
and even lightweight and aerodynamic trailers 
through their paces. Here’s what was discovered

53 Commercial GREENFLEET: 
Freight & Logistics
A new report from Shell and Deloitte 
uncovers the appetite of freight executives 
to go green, the perceived barriers to 
decarbonisation, and the recommended 
solutions for the short and long term

54 Commercial 
GREENFLEET: Cargo Bikes
The Energy Saving Trust’s eCargo Bike Research 
Project will demonstrate how ecargo bikes can 
address both business needs and the climate 
emergency. We look at the organisations trialling 
an eCargo bike for 12 months in Scotland as 
part of the project

56 Road Test: Renault ZOE Van 
The choice in the mid-sized electric van market 
is set to expand hugely in 2021, but Renault 
Pro+ has seized upon the small commercial 
EV sector with its car-based Zoe Van. Richard 
Gooding discovers if it measures up

07 News
EV battery that can charge in five minutes 
manufactured; Britishvolt and Siemens 
collaborate to ramp-up battery production; 
Hyundai teases image of electric IONIQ 5

10 Procurement
Despite what has been achieved by many 
fleets, starting on the road to electrification can 
be a daunting task. Kim Harrison explains how 
the Crown Commercial Service can help public 
sector fleets access solutions to meet their 
sustainability targets 

12 Charging Infrastructure
Geoff Murphy speaks about the Charge Project, 
an initiative to accelerate the roll-out of 
public electric vehicle charging infrastructure 
within the Merseyside, Cheshire, North 
Shropshire and North & Mid Wales area 

15 GREENFLEET Awards
Despite the coronavirus pandemic disrupting 
most of 2020, the environmental agenda 
did not lose pace, demonstrated by the 
hard work of the winners and commended 
organisations at the GREENFLEET Awards

20 V2G Technology 
How can vehicle-to-grid (V2G) chargers 
benefit fleet operators using electric 
vehicles? We look at a recent White Paper 
from Nissan, E.ON Drive and Imperial College 
London to assess the benefits of V2G for 
businesses, the grid, and the environment

22 Road Test: Peugeot E-208 GT 
An important part of Peugeot’s electrification 
strategy, the e-208 heralds a new era in the 
French brand’s history. Richard Gooding drives 
the electric hatchback and finds that adding 
an e-drivetrain to a popular small car will 
increase its appeal still further 
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Plug into the 
all-new Vauxhall 
electric range
ULEZ and congestion charge exempt
Zero % BiK
Reduced service maintenance and repair costs

Fuel economy and CO2 results for the Vivaro-e range 100kW (136PS). Mpg (l/100km): N/A. CO2 emissions: 0g/km. Electric range 
up to 205 miles (WLTP). Fuel economy and CO2 results for the Vivaro-e Life range 100kW (136PS). Mpg (l/100km): N/A. 
CO2 emissions: 0g/km. Electric range up to 144 miles (WLTP). Fuel economy and CO2 results for the Mokka-e range 100kW 
(136PS). Mpg (l/100km): N/A. CO2 emissions: 0g/km. Electric range up to 201 miles (WLTP).* Fuel economy and CO2 results for the 
Corsa-e range 100kW (136PS). Mpg (l/100km): N/A. CO2 emissions: 0g/km. Electric range up to 209 miles (WLTP).
*Provisional data. The range and electric consumption figures mentioned comply with the WLTP test procedure, on the basis of which new vehicles are type approved from 1 September 2018. 
They may vary depending on actual conditions of use and on different factors such as: vehicle load, accessories fitted (post registration), speed, thermal comfort on board the vehicle, driving 
style and outside temperature. The charging time depends in particular on the power of the charger on board the vehicle, the charging cable and the type and power of the charging station 
used. Please contact your Vauxhall Retailer for further information. All figures quoted correct at time of going to press (January 2021).

03305 878 222  |  vauxhallfleet@vauxhall.co.uk 

Contact your local Fleet Sales Manager for more 
information on our exciting new electric range.

Car  |  SUV  |  MPV  |  LCV
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Renault’s new mobility  
brand launches EZ-1 Prototype

MOBILITY

EV battery that can charge in five minutes manufactured

Research from Centrica has 
revealed that councils are 
planning to install an average of 
only 35 on-street electric vehicle 
(EV) chargers, between now 
and 2025, leaving those with no 
access to home charging behind 
in the race to switch to EVs.
  The research was conducted 
under a Freedom of Information 
request to over 400 councils 
shows that there are 7,682 on-
street chargers currently installed 
across the UK and only a further 
9,317 are planned to be rolled 
out over the next 4 years.
 Out of drivers who do not 
have a driveway or off-street 
parking, just seven per cent 
already have an EV, less than a 
quarter (24%) are considering 
switching but over half (53%) 
are not considering purchasing 
an EV at all. When all drivers 
were asked to consider the 
ban, a huge four out of five (83 
per cent) said that they think it 
will be easier for drivers with a 
driveway to make the switch.
 The research also shows 
that installation plans are not 
distributed evenly across the 
UK. Southern English councils 
are set to install two and a half 
times as many on-street EV 
chargers by 2025 than councils 
in Northern England, the 
Midlands, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland combined, with 

READ MORE

tinyurl.com/y2pzqhby

6,713 vs 2,604 respectively. 
The latest figures show that 
southern councils have also 
installed 1,203 more chargers 
into their streets over the last 
three years than their northern 
counterparts. More than four 
in ten (41 per cent) drivers 
agreed that there is a North/
South divide in council funding 
for charge point installations.
 A huge 126 councils across 
the UK have no concrete plans 
to install any more EV chargers 
than they already have between 
now and the end of 2025. These 
include Bridgend, Fermanagh & 
Omagh, Dumfries & Galloway, 
Havering and Warrington.
 Amanda Stretton - Sustainable 
Transport Editor at Centrica, said: 
“The latest figures demonstrate 
the need for all UK councils 
to play their part in helping to 
achieve the 2030 ban. Whilst it’s 
great news that the government 
are providing initiatives to make 
the transition more affordable, 
cost isn’t the only barrier.
With half of drivers attributing 
lack of chargers as the main 
reason preventing them from 
purchasing an EV, it’s unfair 
that those without a driveway 
risk getting left behind.”

Just 35 on-street EV chargers per 
council to be installed by 2025

BATTERIES

EV INFRASTRUCTURE

tinyurl.com/y5yshlsx

READ MORE

Renault has launched a 
new mobility-related brand 
called Mobilize and from it, 
launched the EZ-1 Prototype, 
a purpose-designed vehicle 
for shared urban mobility.
 Mobilize EZ-1 Prototype is 
a compact and agile electric 
vehicle for two people. It’s only 
2.3 metres long and its top-to-
bottom glass doors give EZ-1 
Prototype users an unhindered 
view on the surrounding urban 
landscape. Mobilize EZ-1 
Prototype features an innovative 
battery exchange system which 
means it can be used non-stop.
 Made with 50 per cent 
recycled materials, it will be 
95 per cent recyclable at the 
end of its life cycle thanks 
to the Flins Re-Factory.
 Mobilize targets customers who 
wish to adopt more sustainable, 
shared forms of mobility. It 

READ MORE

tinyurl.com/y4y4h3ng

brings together Groupe Renault’s 
activities in mobility, energy, 
and data-related solutions 
while leveraging expertise 
from RCI Bank and Services.
 Clotilde Delbos, CEO, Mobilize 
Brand, said: “We are very excited 
to embrace the disruption of the 
automotive world shifting from 
ownership to usage, whenever 
and wherever you need it.  
 “Beyond automotive, Mobilize 
will offer a wide array of 
innovative services in the mobility, 
energy and data fields. With 
a variety of partners, our goal 
is to maximise car usage with 
simplified, more sustainable and 
accessible mobility journeys for 
people and goods, while reducing 
the environmental impact.”

A new electric car battery that can 
be charged in five minutes has been 
manufactured for the first time on a 
normal production line in China.
Based on designs by Israeli company 

StoreDot, the new batteries are designed 
differently to standard Li-ion ones, 
replacing the graphite with semiconductor 
nanoparticles based on germanium, with 
a move to silicon hoped for the future.

Dr Doron Myersdorf, StoreDot’s chief 
executive said: “A five-minute charging 
lithium-ion battery was considered to 
be impossible. But we are not releasing 
a lab prototype, we are releasing 
engineering samples from a mass 
production line. This demonstrates that 
it is feasible and commercially ready.”
 The speed of the charge is based on the 
battery rather than the charging point, which 
means this new battery could have a significant 
impact on the adoption of electric vehicles.
 The company produced 1,000 sample 
batteries, which are compliant with 
Li-ion battery certifications, with its 
manufacturing partner Eve Energy in China.
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The Welsh Government has published 
a White Paper setting out its clean 
air plans, which is the next stage 
in the process of creating a Clean 
Air (Wales) Act. Consultation on the 
White Paper will run until 7 April.
 The Welsh Government has also released 
a report on the pandemic’s impact on air 
quality from March to October 2020.
 The report paints a complicated picture: 
the first two months of lockdown saw 
significant decreases in some pollutant 
levels, consistent with reduced traffic. 
However, other pollutant levels increased.
 While less cars on the road meant a 
decrease of 36 per cent and 49 per cent 
in nitrogen dioxide and nitrogen oxides 
concentrations, respectively, at Wales’ 
roadsides between March and May, 
a change of weather pattern brought 
polluting fine particulate matter (PM2.5) 
from continental Europe. Continued 
analysis of the longer term changes in 
air pollution due to lockdown measures 
will continue as data emerges.
 Dr Sarah Jones, Consultant in Public 
Health at Public Health Wales said: 
“We welcome the publication of the 
Clean Air White Paper. It makes a strong 
connection between health and air 
quality, and recognises that it is often the 
most disadvantaged communities that 
live with higher levels of pollution. The 
White Paper strengthens and supports 
our work to protect and improve the 
health of the people of Wales.”

Britishvolt and Siemens collaborate to ramp-up battery production

Britishvolt has entered into an 
exclusive technology collaboration 
agreement with Siemens.
 The collaboration will see Siemens provide 
Britishvolt with access to its automation, 
electrification solutions and Digital Twin 
manufacturing execution technology. This 
innovative system gives the opportunity to 
simulate gigaplant production processes 
and flows ahead of construction completion, 
optimising design and efficiencies. It also 
promises to speed up delivery times, allowing 
Britishvolt to stay on track to deliver the first 
lithium-ion batteries at the end of 2023.
 Additionally, Siemens is providing 
Britishvolt with its latest design and 
simulation development tools, accelerating 
the time it takes for state-of-the-art 

lithium-ion battery cells to go from 
laboratory to production at scale.
 Britishvolt CEO, Orral Nadjari, said: “Working 
with Siemens and utilising its global expertise 
in Digital Twin and simulation technologies 
will play a pivotal role in Britishvolt achieving 
its tight deadlines to begin producing world-
class batteries, at scale, by the end of 2023. 
 “Being able to simulate production of 
lithium-ion batteries and cell development 
speeds up a complicated process and 
allows us to bring crucial batteries to 
market quicker. Working with leading 
global partners such as Siemens helps us 
stay firmly on course in our mission to 
build the UK’s first battery gigaplant.”
 Carl Ennis, CEO Siemens GB and Ireland, said: 
“This is an exciting and vital project to quickly tinyurl.com/y4ju8e9g

READ MORE

BATTERIES

Clean Air White Paper 
launched in Wales

tinyurl.com/y6fbve4j

READ MORE

ELECTRIC VEHICLES AIR QUALITY

For the first time, one in 10 cars registered 
in the UK last year were electric, with 
one EV registered every three minutes.
 The figures have been worked out from the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders 
(SMMT) stats which say that the total 
number of new, fully electric and plug-in 
hybrid cars registered last year was 175,082.
 Despite an overall reduction in new car 
demand that was largely due to enforced 
showroom closures, the EV market had 
its best performing year-to-date, up by 
140 per cent compared to 2019.
 Across 2020, 108,205 fully electric vehicles 
were registered, up 185 per cent year-on-
year. Meanwhile, plug-in hybrid registrations 
rose by 91 per cent, amassing 66,877 units. 
This means the total number of electric and 
plug-in hybrid cars registered in the UK is fast 
approaching the half-a-million mark (409,330).
 The ninth year of consecutive growth 
for the EV market was in part driven by a 
significant increase in models for consumers 
and businesses to choose from. This increase 

One EV registered in the UK every three minutes in 2020

tinyurl.com/y69nxofn

READ MORE

ramp up availability at commercial scale of 
the batteries required by the electric vehicle 
market to help the UK reach its carbon net zero 
goals by 2050. In order to give manufacturers 
and end customers the confidence to switch to 
electric vehicles, we need to have this crucial 
part of the supply chain here in the UK.”
 Britishvolt’s gigaplant is one the largest 
industrial investments ever undertaken in 
the UK and the largest in North-East England 
since the 1980s. With construction due 
to begin this summer, Britishvolt remains 
on track to begin production of world-
leading lithium-ion batteries in 2023.
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in choice has also been accompanied by 
a number of supportive policy measures, 
including the extended commitment of the 
Plug-In Car Grant (PICG) that offers £3000 
off a fully electric car costing less than 
£50,000, plus changes to Benefit-in-Kind 
taxation, which was reduced to 0 per cent 
for zero emission vehicles in April last year.
 Poppy Welch, Head of Go Ultra Low, said: 
“The increase in uptake of EVs never ceases 
to impress me. While there were less than a 
handful of EVs to choose from in 2011, there 
are now more than 100 models available 
and for the first time ever, manufacturers 
are scheduled to bring more brand-new 
EVs to market than either petrol or diesel 
models. 2020 really was just the start of 
the electric revolution, and we’re looking 
forward to helping even more consumers 
and businesses begin their EV journey.”

DRIVING THE SWITCH TO CLEANER FLEETS | www.greenfleet.net8 



N
ew

s

LowCVP’s Andy Eastlake

Having cancelled the regular autumn Budget amidst the 
pandemic-induced chaos, this year’s spring Budget - scheduled 
for March 3 - looks set to be a key moment that will define 
how we emerge from the grip of the virus and into the UK’s 
post-Brexit future. 
 The Ten Point Plan launched by the PM to much fanfare late 
last year included, as a fundamental component, the aim of 
radically reducing the UK’s climate impacts, firing the starting 
gun on what’s now a period of frantic activity within Westminster. 
Officials are working to create the detailed policy framework and 
plans needed to turn those ambitions into practical realities.
 Critics of the Ten Point Plan pointed to the lack of detail and, 
particularly, to the need for big investments to back-up the rhetoric...
So the stage is set for HM Treasury to step up to the plate.
 Treasury has signalled its intent in this area with the pre-Christmas 
publication of the interim Net Zero Review, claimed to be the 
first report of its kind from any finance ministry in the world. 
 Significant funds are promised across all areas, but energy and 
transport (the first six points of the plan) will require some of the 
biggest investments and provide some of the greatest benefits too.
 For many of us, a silver lining to the lockdown restriction on 
travel, has been the saving on transport fares (not to mention 
the time and stress often resulting!) and I’m sure many will never 
return fully to the daily commute (I certainly don’t intend to).
 So, as Rishi sharpens his pencils for the forthcoming budget is 
now the time to consider some fiscal ‘sticks’ as well as the ‘carrots’ 
we currently enjoy in the form of, for example, grants for EVs, 
lower Company Car Tax (CCT) and reduced VAT on electricity?
 With approaching 100,000 Plug-in Car Grants paid out in 
2020 and the expectation that could double in 2021, the grant 
in its current form must be under the microscope or, at least, 
consideration of moving some to other vehicle sectors.  CCT is 
already set-out for the next two years and remains a compelling 
incentive for company car drivers and salary sacrifice schemes.
 But what of sticks? We’ve heard talk again of road user charging 
– and will see the first Clean Air Zones in England implement local 
forms of that (from March in Bath and June in Birmingham). 
 However, the big, immediate opportunity has to be fuel duty.  With 
fuel prices the same as they were 10 years ago (much lower in real 
terms of course), can we continue to allow the carbon impact of using 
fossil fuels to be swept under the carpet? We’re a long way from the 
days of the fuel duty escalator with over a decade of duty freezes. 
And the Treasury is hardly flush with revenue right now, of course...
 As a champion of the EV cause - and zero emission vehicles and 
fuels generally – LowCVP is of course supporting those, but, with 
CoP26 now looming, and an aggressive plan to end the sales of ICE 
vehicles in place (or soon to be for freight), surely now is the time 
to signal that fossil-sourced petrol and diesel prices will be rising. 
 This approach would also help as we ramp up the renewable 
content of combustion fuels, rewarding the renewables 
industry with a preferential treatment of duty as well as 
challenging it with targets for minimum renewable fuel 
supply levels (very much as we reward vehicles for being 
lower CO2 and challenge the OEMS with CO2 targets). 
 We’re certainly focused on the target of zero emissions – 
and watch out for exciting news from us on this front coming 
soon! – But in the period between now and 2050 we need to 
do all we can to decarbonise the fuel for the legacy fleet at 
the same time as rapidly electrifying new vehicles, if we are 
to minimise the long-term climate impacts of transport.

 

www.lowcvp.org.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION

Hyundai teases image of electric IONIQ 5

Hyundai Motor Company 
has unveiled the first teaser 
image of the IONIQ 5.
 IONIQ 5 will be the first vehicle 
using Hyundai Motor Group’s 
Electric-Global Modular Platform 
(E-GMP), the system made 
exclusively for its next-generation 
battery electric vehicles.
 “IONIQ 5 presents an all-new 
customer experience through 
innovative EV design that 
is evocative of the icon that 
established Hyundai’s design 
DNA,” said SangYup Lee, Senior 
Vice President and Head of 
Hyundai Global Design Center. 
“Beginning with IONIQ 5, our 

dedicated BEV lineup brand 
will redefine the relationship 
between people and their cars, 
establishing a new standard 
against which all BEV design 
experiences will be measured.”
 Hyundai Motor has also released 
four teaser videos to spark 
curiosity about the new model, 
each presenting viewers with 
a sneak peek at IONIQ 5’s core 
technologies, raising expectations 
for the company’s dedicated BEV 
lineup brand and its first entry.

READ MORE

tinyurl.com/y5urg9a3

READ MORE

tinyurl.com/yxp6pckc

ELECTRIC VEHICLES

OVO Energy has added 40 all-
electric Kia e-Niros for its field 
force team to use, taking the 
company closer towards its goal 
of an all-electric fleet by 2030.

Forty Kia e-Niros for  
OVO Energy’s field fleet

ELECTRIC VEHICLES

Lucy Allberry, Regional Business 
Sales Manager at Kia Motors 
(UK) Limited commented: “At Kia 
we pride ourselves in finding the 
right car to fit individual business 
needs and having worked closely 
with the team at OVO Energy, we 
are pleased that they have chosen 
the e-Niro for their field team.”
 Ben Guest, Field Operations 
Director, OVO Energy commented: 
“We’re excited to expand our 
Field Force team’s fleet, with Kia’s 
e-Niro electric vehicles, building 
on our commitment to achieve 
net zero carbon emissions from 
our own operations by 2030.”

Who’ll pay to supercharge the 
road transport transition to zero?
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The first step on the sustainability journey is developing a clear understanding of how your fleet is being used

Sustainable fleet procurement
Despite what has been achieved by many fleets, starting on the road to electrification can be a 
daunting task. Kim Harrison explains how the Crown Commercial Service can help public sector 
fleets access solutions to meet their sustainability targets

supply market and trade representatives 
for the full range of goods and services.
 Our team of category experts has a 
wealth of public sector fleet experience. As 
such, we understand the fleet needs across 
the public sector are hugely varied - from 
requiring pooled vehicles for office-based 
staff to front-line emergency service vehicles, 
there is no one-size-fits-all solution.
 We aim to use our industry experience, 
insight and strategic vision to interpret 
the possibilities for sectors or individual 
fleets across the public sector. To 
deliver this, we harness relationships 
with suppliers and trade bodies, and 
access to other market intelligence, and 
create opportunities for discussion and 
networking across our customer base.

The landscape
Through our commercial agreements, we 
know more than 35,000 vehicles are 
replaced by public sector fleets each 
year. So far this financial year, 
we have seen 4,880 electric 
vehicles taken up by our 
customers, representing 
an incredible 518 per 
cent increase on last 
year’s number - it’s 
very much the start 
of something.

The UK government recently set out its 
ambition to bring forward phasing-out sales of 
new internal combustion engines from 2040 
to 2030. The approach will mean that new cars 
and vans sold between 2030 and 2035 will 
have to be capable of “significant” mileage 
on zero emissions, such as plug-in or full 
hybrids. By 2035, all new cars and vans will 
need to be fully zero-emission at the tailpipe.
 Vehicles are part of a wide-reaching 
programme to deliver carbon net-zero 
for the country, and there is a range 
of initiatives to support this. Despite 
representing only around seven per cent 
of the fleet on UK roads, the public sector 
plays a central role in this green ambition. 
We have the chance to widen the positive 
impact on supply chains while providing 
a responsible role model to lead others.

Good commercial practice
As set out in the 2017 Budget and included 
within Government Buying Standards, central 
government departments are responsible for 
meeting the Government Fleet Commitment of 
electrifying 25 per cent of car fleets by 2022.
 At Crown Commercial Service (CCS), we 
work closely with the Office for Zero Emission 
Vehicles (OZEV) to ensure the public sector 
achieves the best possible commercial 
solutions for its fleet. We provide routes to 
market while also directly liaising with the 

This data signals the move to less polluting 
vehicles has passed the early adoption phase 
and if this rate of change continues, we’ll see 
an early-majority opting for this technology.
 Out in the wider world, the BVRLA forecast 
that by 2023, electric vehicles will make up 
14 per cent of cars on the road, and hybrids 
taking an even share with petrol and diesel, 
as the latter two are being phased out.
 We know that this change has been 
driven by legislation - such as change in 
testing regimes from NEDC to WLTP and 
Euro 6 engine standards. Regulation has 
also played a part - for example, certain 
sectors have been required to change their 
fleet profile. Finally, policy has also been 
key, with the government continuing to 
invest in incentives expanding the public 
and private vehicle charging infrastructure.
 The real impetus, however, has been caused 
by the supply markets. They have invested 

in new technologies, brought them to 
market and created the consumer 

appetite for the products.

Where to start
Despite what has already 
been achieved by many 
fleets, it can still be 
a daunting task to 
start on the road to 
electrification. CCS 
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Procurem
ent

As set out in the 2017 Budget and included 
within Government Buying Standards, 
central government departments are 
responsible for meeting the Government 
Fleet Commitment of electrifying 25 per cent 
of car fleets by 2022
has commercial arrangements covering a 
range of products and services to help you 
access the right solutions at the right time.
 To plan for the future, you need to 
understand the present. The first step on the 
sustainability journey is developing a clear 
understanding of how your fleet is being used.
 Our Vehicle Telematics: Hardware and 
Software Solutions agreement provides 
fleet managers with everything they need 
to support decision-making, operational 
management and inform fleet policy.
 Telematics can capture data on journey 
frequency, mileage, service, repair and 
replacement cycles, along with driver 
behaviour. How your drivers drive has a 
direct impact on emissions, fuel consumption 
and vehicle damage. This data can be 
coupled with reports from hired vehicles 
and grey fleet to create a wholistic approach 
view on an organisation’s mobility.
 If the expertise is not readily available 
in-house, our Vehicle Lease and Fleet 
Management agreement can help you 
understand how your fleet is used. It 
provides access to independent fleet 
management companies with the skills and 
knowledge to help interpret the data.

Create a strategy
Once you understand your current usage, 
you can begin to plan for the future. The 
electrification of your fleet is a programme of 
change and like managing any other change 
programme, stakeholder engagement is 
key. Keeping all interested parties engaged 
and informed from the earliest possible 
moment is the best route to ensuring their 
buy-in as you evolve your strategy.
 In addition to engaging with employees, it’s 
vital that you consult with your sustainability, 
finance and property teams. HR will also be an 
important partner if you’re considering options 
such as vehicle salary sacrifice schemes.
 Your strategy will need to include a vision 
for your vehicle charging infrastructure. 
A common trap is eagerly ordering ULEVs 
before determining the charging solution.

A potential quick win on this front is with 
home charging. It’s relatively easy to 
implement and our Vehicle Lease, Fleet 
Management and Flexible Rental agreement 
offers solutions such as home charging kits 
and installations that can even be built into 
an employee’s car salary sacrifice plan.
 Work-based charging can be more 
challenging. You must decide whether 
you want a closed network for use by 
business vehicles only, whether you want 
staff to be able to access on a pay-as-
you-go basis, or indeed if you would 
want to open access to the general public 
with an income generation model.   
 Our Vehicle Charging Infrastructure 
Solutions agreement is designed to help you 
develop a viable charging infrastructure, 
offering services including consultancy and 
feasibility, groundworks, civil engineering 
and construction, hardware and installation, 
software and back-office solutions, 
through to a full end-to-end service.
 An area not to be overlooked is provision 
of means for payment for refuelling. For 
this, our Fuel Cards and Associated Services 
and National Fuels agreements provide 
mechanisms to source and pay for alternative 
fuels of all kinds. The suppliers on these 
agreements have access to over 7,000 electric 
charging points and use of seven locations 
from where hydrogen can be purchased.
  Fleet should be considered as part of a 
business’s total mobility plan, and if the 
aim is to reduce carbon, the best action 
is to reduce travel altogether. Where staff 
still need to travel, a strategy cannot 
ignore the option of employees using 
their own vehicles, known as grey fleet.  
 Effectively managing grey fleet usage can 
dramatically reduce the carbon footprint of 
your organisation’s business travel as well 
as reducing the associated occupational 
road risk. Employees’ vehicles are often 
older and give off higher emissions. There’s 
also an added risk to employers, as they 
have to ensure they are adequately insured 
and maintained in a roadworthy state.   

 Salary Sacrifice schemes are a tried and 
tested method of providing a new, cost-
effective and low-emission vehicle to 
employees while reducing an organisation’s 
carbon footprint. Green vehicle salary 
sacrifice schemes, and indeed car clubs, can 
effectively reduce emissions and improve 
staff retention. The low Benefit in Kind 
taxation associated with salary sacrifice 
schemes makes them extremely attractive 
to employees while, for the employer, 
they can be run on a cost-neutral basis.
  Lot 3 of our Vehicle Lease, Fleet 
Management & Flexible Rental agreement 
provides independent fleet management 
companies who offer salary sacrifice 
schemes. They can manage the whole 
process, from implementation to ongoing 
management. We also have a dedicated Lot 
on our Vehicle Hire Solutions agreement 
for car club provision, providing access 
to suppliers who specialise in this.

Achieve great things
Armed with your data, analysis and a 
comprehensive strategy, you are ready to 
move your fleet to lower polluting vehicles 
and make a real difference. Bring your 
stakeholders with you on every step of 
the journey and continue to review the 
data to sense check that what you are 
doing is giving the results you expected.
 As with any market, things don’t stay 
static so it’s important to try to keep best 
informed on new ways of doing things, 
new products and services available.
 For this reason, we strongly recommend 
you remain engaged with your supply chain 
so you can ensure early sight of their future 
strategies. Our team of category experts 
are also here to help you in this area.
 We work closely with organisations such 
as the Energy Savings Trust, Office for Zero 
Emission Vehicles and the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers & Traders, as well as our 
supply chain partners, to gain insight and 
continually update our category strategies 
to ensure they are future-proofed.  
 Finally, the CCS Fleet Portal is a key tool 
that can help you identify the latest vehicles 
available in the market. It provides access to 
all vehicles available in the UK market and, by 
using the filtering systems, it’s easy to identify 
those vehicles that meet your fleet policy 
criteria. The competitive quoting functionality 
can also ensure that our customers obtain 
value for money and are sighted on the whole 
life costs when comparing different vehicles.

Next steps
Wherever you are on the journey, every step 
you take moves you closer to reducing the 
carbon footprint of your fleet operations 
and road-related business travel.
 We recognise this is a challenging project 
for any fleet manager, which is why we’ve 
created a new web page explaining how 
we can help you meet your sustainability 
targets across the whole fleet lifecycle. L

FURTHER INFORMATION

www.crowncommercial.gov.uk
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What’s your name, job title, 
responsibilities?
My name is Geoff Murphy, and I’m the Project 
Lead for the Charge Project, an initiative led 
by SP Energy Networks to accelerate the roll-
out of public electric vehicle (EV) charging 
infrastructure within the Merseyside, Cheshire, 
North Shropshire and North & Mid Wales area.
 It’s my responsibility to ensure the 
successful delivery of the project, so my role 
involves ensuring that the project team and 
our partners have the necessary support, 
engagement, input and feedback to progress 
their elements of the project successfully.

Could you tell me a little about 
your background in the sector?
I’ve been working on network innovation 
projects for several years now, so I 
jumped at the opportunity to lead this 
project – as an electric vehicle driver 
myself, I’m really passionate about making 
the UK as EV-friendly as possible.

Ironing out the 
challenges of 
public EV charging
Geoff Murphy speaks about the Charge Project, an initiative 
to accelerate the roll-out of public electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure within the Merseyside, Cheshire, North Shropshire 
and North & Mid Wales area

Could you provide a brief 
summary of your company’s 
offering to the market?
Focusing on Cheshire, Merseyside, North 
Shropshire, and North and Mid-Wales, the 
Charge Project is being driven by SP 
Energy Networks in partnership 
with EA Technology, PTV Group 
and Smarter Grid Solutions.
 With the government 
recently announcing 
that the sale of new 
petrol and diesel-fuelled 
vehicles will now be 
banned from 2030, 
there’s going to be a 
dramatic upswing in the 
number of EVs on our 
roads in the next few years. 
How do we encourage local 
councils, property developers and 
businesses to install enough public 
chargepoints to make powering EVs as easy 

and convenient as possible, especially for those 
drivers without private garages or driveways? 
And just as importantly, how do we ensure 
that the electricity network is able to safely and 
effectively deal with this new surge in demand? 
These are the issues that the Charge Project 
is addressing and developing solutions for.
 There are two solutions in particular that 
the Charge Project is pioneering. One is ‘smart 
charging connections’, a way to intelligently 
monitor and control the power consumption 
of chargepoints. The other is ‘ConnectMore’, 
a free-to-access online tool designed to help 
businesses and local authorities identify suitable 
sites for new chargepoints and estimate the 
cost of connecting them to the network.
 The Charge Project is complementary to other 
EV industry projects that SP Energy Networks 
is driving as part of its commitment to help 
the UK achieve net-zero carbon emissions by 
2050. These include the EV-Up project, which 
uses sociodemographic and housing-stock 
information to understand the probability 
of EV adoption, and Project PACE, which 
is piloting a distribution network operator 
(DNO)-led delivery model for universally 

accessible EV charging infrastructure.

Do you have a project 
or case study you 
are working on 
and can you 
provide some 
details of it?
The current focus of 
the Charge Project is a 
major EV charging trial, 

in which we’re going to 
test the performance of 

smart charging connections 
in various real-world scenarios.

 We’re interested in 
hearing from any business or developer 

in the Charge Project region currently planning 
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An EV charging trial will test the performance of smart charging connections in  various real-world scenarios
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the installation of chargepoints. We’d like 
to offer them the opportunity to experience 
the benefits of using a smart charging 
connection. These include the ability to install 
more chargepoints than would normally be 
possible without making expensive network 
reinforcements. A smart charging connection 
can also make chargepoints more attractive 
to consumers by offering faster or cheaper 
charging at certain times of day – for 
example, outside periods of peak demand.
 The trial is open to new 
participants until March 2021. 

Which, in the main, are the 
companies you engage with,  
and in what way?
Our partners in the Charge Project are EA 
Technology, PTV Group and Smarter Grid 
Solutions. EA Technology is focused on 
the delivery of the ConnectMore tool, PTV 
Group is providing the transport planning 
software that will underpin ConnectMore, 
and Smarter Grid Solutions is responsible 
for the smart charging connections trial.
 There are a broad range of stakeholders who 
are vital to the success of the Charge Project. 
These include all the relevant local authorities, 
councils, community groups, businesses and 
developers, transport and energy bodies, 
and EV technology providers. Ultimately, this 
project is about involving all of these parties 
in accelerating the roll-out of a comprehensive 
public charging infrastructure. It aims to 
provide information and solutions that will 
enable them to invest in and deploy public 
chargepoints faster than they would otherwise.

Reflections on 2019/2020?
The Covid-19 crisis has really focused minds 
on the type of society we want to live in, 
including the built environment and transport 
network. The lockdown period in spring led to 
a very noticeable improvement in air quality 
in our cities, and was a preview of just one 
of the benefits that the mass electrification 
of transport could bring. The Charge Project 
is happening at a pivotal time in the UK, 
because a greatly expanded EV charging 
infrastructure should be a key priority for 
any ‘green recovery’ from the pandemic.

What do you see as the key 
trends in the sector?
The growing adoption of electric vehicles 
presents numerous development opportunities 
for technology and services. Especially 
relevant to the Charge Project is the role 
that electric vehicles can play in balancing 
the network via increased flexibility, whether 
through the adoption of flexible charging 
tariffs, smart charging connections, or 
integration with distributed generation and 
storage. We’re already seeing signs of this 
with collaborations between major vehicle 
manufacturers and energy suppliers to offer 
value-added products to their customers. The 
key enabler for this will be standardisation 
and interoperability of systems.
 
What are your goals for 2021?
Next year, we should be finalising the 
site selection for our smart charging 

C
harging Infrastructure

connections trial and commencing design 
work on the solutions to be tested with 
Smarter Grid Solutions and our partners.
 We will also be announcing key elements 
of the ConnectMore tool ahead of its 
full availability in December 2022.

What are the main challenges 
facing the sector generally, and 
for you specifically?
There are two major challenges to the mass 
adoption of EVs by UK vehicle owners.
 Firstly, it is vital that the UK has a 
comprehensive charging network rolled 
out over the next few years if EV uptake is 
to happen in line with government targets 
– people simply won’t invest in electric 
vehicles if it’s less convenient to run them 
than petrol or diesel cars. As a distribution 
network operator, we need to ensure our 
network is ready to accommodate these 
chargepoints and play our part in making 
the network more accessible to customers.
 Secondly, customers need to have sufficient 
market access to electric vehicles. While 
the UK’s transition to EVs is underway, the 
volumes are still relatively low compared 
to traditionally fuelled vehicles and hybrids. 
There is a clear risk that market access could 
constrain the UK’s uptake, especially with 
Brexit and Covid-19 thrown into the mix.  
 For the Charge Project specifically, a major 
challenge for us is generating acceptance and 
understanding of the role and benefits of smart 
charging connections and the implications 

they have for chargepoints. We believe smart 
charging connections will provide customers 
with optimal access to our network, while 
safeguarding supply and infrastructure.

What’s your message  
to the market?
The total electrification of transport is no 
longer just a pipe dream – there is now 
a clear path towards it over the next two 
decades. However, we have to work now 
to ensure that the transition is as smooth 
as possible, and we believe that the Charge 
Project is a vital part of that effort. L

FURTHER INFORMATION

www.spenergynetworks.co.uk

How do we encourage local councils, 
property developers and businesses to 
install enough public chargepoints to make 
powering EVs as easy and convenient as 
possible? And just as importantly, how do 
we ensure that the electricity network is 
able to safely and effectively deal with this 
new surge in demand? 

Geoff Murphy
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The 2020 GREENFLEET Awards were hosted 
online on 2 December by one of the biggest 
names in the world of electric vehicles, 
Roger Atkins, and assisted by one of the 
leading stars in UK comedy, impressionist 
Luke Kempner. Once again, the awards 
celebrated all those committed to reducing 
transport emissions – from fleets reducing 
the environmental impact of their operations, 
to the manufacturers tirelessly improving the 
green credentials of their vehicles and 
the companies supporting fleets 
on their zero-emission journey.

Award winners
Electric Zoo scooped the 
IT Innovation Award 
for its Smart Tech Box, 
which can be placed into 
the glove box to gather 
data on the vehicle’s 

A look at 2020’s 
GREENFLEET 
award winners 
Despite the coronavirus pandemic disrupting most of 2020, the 
environmental agenda did not lose pace, demonstrated by the 
hard work of the winners and commended organisations at the 
GREENFLEET Awards
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usage. Once the smart box is returned 
to Electric Zoo, the company gathers all 
the relevant information and prepares 
an EV suitability study, highlighting cost 
savings and how much CO2 can be saved 
for the business. This helps businesses 
make the switch to electric confidently.
 The Mobility Provider of the Year award 
went to ONTO, Europe’s largest electric 
vehicle subscription service. For one monthly 

fee, members get a car, insurance, 
maintenance, servicing and even 

public charging included. This 
is all without any upfront 

deposit and with only a 
one month commitment. 
With the largest 
EV fleet in the UK, 
Onto is empowering 
customers to move 
onto electric vehicles, 

but also a new type of user experience - 
freeing people to have more but own less. 
 This year saw Onto purchase 1,100 
pure electric Renault Zoe cars - Renault’s 
biggest ever single order of ZOEs in the 
UK, 300 Peugeot e-208s, and 300 DS 
3 CROSSBACK E-TENSE models.
 Grosvenor Leasing was awarded the title of 
2020’s Leasing Company of the Year Award, 
for the work its done adapting its 0Zone 
solution, which now covers three core areas - 
the environmental, financial and operational 
implications of moving towards a greener fleet. 
The company has also launched the Ultra-Low 
Emission Transition scheme so employees can 
trial a hybrid car before choosing their next 
company car. Grosvenor has helped Weetabix 
move its car policy to a new low emission 
choice list and helped Tata Steel electrify part 
of its fleet. More broadly, across Grosvenor’s 
entire client base, 50 per cent of new vehicle 
orders are now plug-in hybrids or fully electric 
company cars, and Grosvenor’s average for 
2020 registrations is 92g/km compared to 
the UK average of 127.9g/km for 2019.
 The award of Charging and Refuelling 
Infrastructure Provider of the Year was 
presented to Elmtronics for the second year 
running. Elmtronics offers a complete end-
to-end solution to customers needing EV 
infrastructure. It works with 35 different NHS 
trusts throughout the UK including Southern 
NHS, Northumbria NHS Trust, as well as the Met 
Police, and the London Ambulance Service. It 
also work with local authorities, police forces 
and fire authorities, as well as many FTSE 100 
companies, such as FedEx, Arrival, Milk & More, 
Nissan, Babcocks and the National Trust. Since 
launching in October 2018, Hubsta now has 
over 3.5k members with over 217,000 charging 
logs initiated, making this one of the fastest 
growing EV Networks developed in the UK. E 

The 
awards celebrated all those committed to reducing transport 

emissions; from fleets, to manufacturers, suppliers and individuals
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 Manufacturer awards
The title of LGV Manufacturer of the Year was 
awarded to FUSO Trucksfor its eCanter, a light 
electric truck that has a range of 62 miles with 
a full payload. The electric drive system carries a 
motor and six high-voltage lithium-ion battery 
packs. Its modular battery concept means it can 
be adapted to payload/ range requirements 
of customers. Dublin’s postal service An Post 
is using two FUSO eCanters for zero emission 
deliveries, while gas supplier Calor has taken 
delivery of an electric FUSO eCanter for 
deliveries in central London. Wincanton also 
has a fleet of FUSO eCanters which form part 
of its last mile and urban delivery operation.
 LCV Manufacturer of the Year, sponsored 
by JoJu Charging, was awarded to Maxus for 
forging on during such a difficult year, managing 
a rebrand (from LDV) and the launch of two 
new vehicles – the DELIVER 9 and e DELIVER 3. 
The e DELIVER 3 is the brand’s newest EV model 
to hit the market; its a new- platform small LCV 
which is only available as a fully-electric model. 
Billed as the little brother to the brand’s larger 
LDV EV80 van, the e DELIVER 3 can clock up to 
198 miles (NEDC) on a single charge. MAXUS 
now offers vehicles of differing body styles, 
heights and powertrains for ultimate flexibility.
 Toyota claimed the accolade of City Car 
Manufacturer of the Year for its new hybrid 
Yaris and Corolla, which have proven to be 
hugely popular when up against their all-
electric rivals, and have shot to the top of the 
small car choice list in many UK fleets. The 
new generation Toyota Yaris was launched 
this year. Using a fourth generation hybrid 
system combined with a new 3-cylinder 1.5-
litre petrol engine, the overall efficiency has 
increased by 22 per cent – but not at the cost 
of performance, as this is 16 per cent higher. 
Acceleration is improved and the EV capabilities 
have been transformed, with speeds of up to 
80mph now attainable along with EV driving 
possible for much longer periods in traffic.
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 The Fleet Car Manufacturer of the Year 
award was presented to Volvo, which now 
has a plug-in variant across its entire range 
now - a massive appeal to fleet buyers. The 
newest addition to Volvo’s plug-in hybrid 
range is the XC40 Recharge Plug-in Hybrid, 
which has a 27 miles range electric power 
alone. Combining a 180hp petrol engine 
with an 82hp electric motor, it offers CO2 
emissions from just 47g/km and official 
fuel economy of up to 134.5mpg (WLTP).
 BMW meanwhile scooped the PHEV 
Manufacturer of the Year award for its 
plug-in hybrid range that takes the best of 
BMW’s combustion engines, using renowned 
EfficientDynamics, and marries it to modern 
battery technology and an electric motor. 
The result is a BMW with two power sources, 
but more so, it’s a totally responsive drive, 
with zero emissions at the point of use. 
BMW is also introducing eDrive Zones 
into its PHEVs which uses geo-fencing to 
allow the vehicles to switch to electric only 
power when in low emission zones.
 The hotly contended EV Manufacturer of the 
Year award, sponsored by Electric Zoo, was 
awarded to Kia Motors (UK) for its hugely 
popular e-Niro, which has a range of up to 
282 miles on one charge and has achieved 
more than 10,000 units sold since 2018. 
Successfully combining two of the fastest 
growing trends – crossover styling with 
electrification, the e-Niro’s popularity in the 
UK has been so fast that Kia Motors (UK) 
managed to secure additional capacity to 

satisfy the order bank. In 2019, there were just 
212 e-Niro registrations. In 2020 there were 
around 4,238 registrations, with 1,786 in the 
orderbank. Some large fleet names including 
Police Scotland, Scottish Ambulance and 
Scottish Water are running the e-Niro on fleet 
and have it as a choice on their policy car lists. 

Public sector fleets 
The Public Sector Fleet of the Year award (S-M), 
sponsored by Athlon UK, was Gloucestershire 
Constabulary which has recently moved to be 
the largest EV fleet by percentage in the UK. This 
journey started in 2016 with the introduction 
of the Nissan Leaf. Since then, it has assessed 
the requirements of each department through 
a full fleet review and in 2019 introduced a 
further number of EVs. The total figure is now 
67 Nissan Leafs, nine Nissan eNV-200 vans and 
three Tesla Model 3s. This total of 81 electric 
vehicles accounts for 20 per cent of the total 
fleet number. Gloucestershire Constabulary is 
proud to say that one in five of its vehicles is full 
electric. When you break this down further to 
cars that are marked or unmarked, EV makes up 
47 per cent of its unmarked fleet at present. This 
move to EV has been assessed to have saved 
approximately 283 tonnes of carbon per year.
 Aberdeen City Council meanwhile was 
awarded the title of Public Sector Fleet of the 
Year (M-L), sponsored by Teletrac Navman, for 
continuing to grow its electric and hydrogen 
fleet, which includes vans, cars and specialist 
vehicles such as refuse collection vehicles and 
sweepers. This has reduced CO2 Emissions E 

GREENFLEET’s EV Champions are 
passionate about EV technology, work to 
overcome any challenges, and share their 
experience and wisdom with others
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 by 19,870kg. Currently on order is the first 
Hydrogen fuel cell refuse collection vehicle 
in the UK, to arrive in February 2021.
 The individual who won the Public Sector 
Fleet Manager of the Year award, sponsored 
by Toyota UK, was Jiggs Bharij from the 
Metropolitan Police. He was recognised for 
managing over 5,000 fleet assets travelling 
52 million miles each year, which are used for 
a number of operational response and public 
protection duties. Keeping the Met on the 
move is complex; its vehicles have to undergo 
extensive testing and conversion to ensure they 
are suitable for the Met’s operational needs. 
The team also manages the maintenance 
lifecycle and allocation of its vehicles to ensure 
they remain fit-for-purpose. The Met Police has 
committed to operating a zero emission fleet 
significantly ahead of 2050, with the majority 
of the fleet due to be electric-capable by 2030.
This is in response to both strict government 
objectives and a rapidly changing vehicle 
industry. It needs to meet these targets, 
without compromising its operational 
capability while also supporting its 
officers and staff through the change.
Good progress has been made so far, and, 
to date, the Met has 600 ultra-low emission 
vehicles on the fleet, which have collectively 
travelled 16 million miles. 237 tonnes of CO2 
have been saved by its electric vehicles, 120 
tonnes saved by its hydrogen vehicles and 
1979 tonnes saved by its hybrid vehicles.

Private sector fleets
Mitie scooped the award for Private Sector 
Fleet of the Year (M-L), sponsored by Algorithm 
People. In 17 months, Mitie’s fleet has grown 
to 790 EVs, achieving its target of a 20 per cent 
transition of cars and small vans to electric by 
the end of 2020, three months early. In one year, 
Mitie has added 714 EVs to its fleet, reduced 
its average CO2 g/km by 16.6 and saved £1 
million. It is now using its experience and 
expertise to offer an EV transition service to 
clients. Mitie’s Landscaping Urban City Service 
is included in its range of Plan Zero services, 
involving the new Mercedes e-Vito van, using 
solar panels to charge the electric equipment 
inside. Mitie has also signed up to the Climate 
Group’s initiative EV100, has installed over 625 
charge-points at offices and homes, and is also 
supporting major UK EV infrastructure projects.
 In the smaller fleet category, Nicholls Transport 
won the Private Sector Fleet of the Year (S-M) 
award, sponsored by Maxus. Nicholls Transport 
strives to minimise the environmental impact 
of its operations through embracing the 
latest fuel-efficient vehicles and technologies, 
as well as efficient working practices.
The company has ten IVECO trucks powered 
by Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) as well as an 
on-site refuelling station set up in partnership 
with GasRec, which fuels its fleet as well 
as other UK and European hauliers.
 The company also uses advanced 
routing technology, and practices moving 
consignments overnight or early in the 
morning whenever possible, to help its 
vehicles avoid congestion and reduce fuel 
consumption. To achieve and demonstrate 
sound environmental practice the company 
now follows the ISO14001 standard.

Gary King from Sainsbury’s Group meanwhile 
won Private Sector Fleet Manager of the Year, 
sponsored by Algorithm People. Gary manages 
the operations of a fleet of 1,623 tractors, 852 
rigids, 3,401 trailers and 102 shunters. The 
company’s target of reducing fuel/energy use by 
34% by 2020 has been achieved and it is now 
working towards its target of net zero Carbon 
by 2040. The company’s total fuel savings are 
8.5million litres since 2004/05. Sainsbury’s 
have been investing is alternative fuel since 
2009, and has operated 109 dual fuel Gas/
Diesel trucks for over eight years. Today the 
company operates 32 LNG tractor units, five 
CNG tractor units, and has another 10 Volvo 
Gas tractor units, entering service in January 
2021. It also operates two electric vans.

Recognising industry innovation
GRIDSERVE won the coveted GREENFLEET 
Award for Industry Innovation for building the 
UK’s first Electric Forecourt® near Braintree, 
Essex. This is the first of over 100 sites to be built 
by GRIDSERVE in the next five years, as part of a 
£1bn programme to help make EV driving ultra-
convenient and stress-free. 30 electric vehicles 
can be charged simultaneously with high 
power chargers that can deliver up to 350kW 
of charging power. As well as housing a retail 
space, the Electric Forecourt® also includes an 
education centre to showcase electric vehicles.
 The GREENFLEET Outstanding Achievement 
Award, sponsored by the Algorithm People, 
was awarded to Nissan GB, for the work it 
has done during the Covid-19 pandemic, 
ensuring that key frontline NHS staff were 
able to get to and from work, in a safe and 
efficient manner, during the first lockdown. 
Nissan also provided a free car use service that 
included complimentary insurance and roadside 
assistance, and whilst vehicle production closed 
down, they used spare factory space and a 
team of volunteers to produce more than half 
a million protective aprons for NHS staff.

Championing individuals
Each year, the GREENFLEET Awards 
recognises individuals working in the fleet, 
transport and automotive industries that 
have championed the cause of electric 
vehicle uptake. These individuals, many
who were early-adopters, are passionate 
about EV technology, work to overcome any 
challenges, and share their experience, wisdom 
and passion with others. This in turn has has 
a positive effect on driving up EV adoption.
Now in its 4th year, the 2020 EV champions 
went to Nigel Morris from Active Build Centre, 
Sukky Choongh from SMMT, Shayne Rees 
from ubitricity, Lorraine Fellowes from Kia, and 
Jonny Berry from the EV Cafe and Renault.
 But recognising that it’s not only work 
to do with electric vehicles that should 
be applauded, new to this year was the 
introduction of Alternatively Fuelled Vehicle 
(AFV) Champions. These awards go to the 
individuals championing alternative fuels, 
such as biofuels, hydrogen and HVO, as well 
as lobbying government to put the incentives 
and infrastructure in place to make them 
more widely used. 2020’s AFV Champions 
were Jon Hunt from Toyota, Graham Thomas 
from Ocado, Andy Eastlake from LowCVP, 
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Amanda Lyne from Ulemco, and Jonny 
Goldstone from Green Tomato Cars. L

FURTHER INFORMATION

www.greenfleetawards.co.uk

Award winners 
at a glance

IT Innovation Award 
 Electric Zoo

Mobility Provider of the Year 
Onto

Leasing Company of the Year 
Grosvenor Leasing

Charging and Refuelling Infrastructure 
Provider of the Year 
Elmtronics

LGV Manufacturer of the Year 
FUSO Trucks

LCV Manufacturer of the Year 
sponsored by JoJu Charging 
Maxus

City Car Manufacturer of the Year 
Toyota

Fleet Car Manufacturer of the Year 
Volvo

PHEV Manufacturer of the Year 
BMW

EV Manufacturer of the Year 
sponsored by Electric Zoo 
Kia Motors (UK)

Public Sector Fleet of the Year (S-M) 
sponsored by Athlon UK 
Gloucestershire Constabulary

Private Sector Fleet of the Year (S-M)
sponsored by Maxus 
Nicholls Transport

Public Sector Fleet of the Year (M-L) 
sponsored by Teletrac Navman 
Aberdeen City Council

Private Sector Fleet of the Year (M-L) 
sponsored by Algorithm People 
Mitie

Public Sector Fleet Manager of the Year 
sponsored by Toyota & Lexus 
Jiggs Bharij, Metropolitan Police

Private Sector Fleet Manager of the Year 
sponsored by Algorithm People 
Gary King, Sainsbury’s Group

GREENFLEET Award for  
Industry Innovation 
GRIDSERVE

GREENFLEET Outstanding 
Achievement Award 
sponsored by the Algorithm People 
Nissan GB

AFV Champions: 
Jon Hunt, Toyota 
Graham Thomas, Ocado 
Andy Eastlake, LowCVP 
Amanda Lyne, ULEMCo 
Jonny Goldstone, Green Tomato Cars

EV Champions: 
Nigel Morris, Active Build Centre 
Sukky Choongh, SMMT 
Shayne Rees, ubitricity 
Lorraine Fellowes, Kia UK 
Jonny Berry, EV Cafe & Renault 
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Dan, What does it mean to 
yourself and the company to be 
recognised with the ‘Charging & 
Refuelling Infrastructure Provider 
of the Year’ award?
Winning the award has been absolutely 
amazing! To win it two years running is just 
brilliant, I feel incredibly proud that Elmtronics 
has received such a fantastic honour. 
 We formed the company when the 
world was still hesitant about electric 
vehicles and the overall industry. It was 
exciting but tough breaking through some 
of the barriers laid out in front of us.
 We’ve rapidly grown within the industry 
and over the years established an 
incredible team who are focused towards 
giving the best customer experience. 
Receiving this award recognising our 
efforts, shows we’re on the right path.

Who do you have to  
thank for this award?
There are so many people to thank, not 
only for this award, but for our continued 
success. We have incredibly supportive 
customers and the industry as a whole has 
made it possible to get to where we are 
today, we couldn’t have done this alone. 
 Of course, I have to say a huge thanks to the 
best team in the world – Team Elmtronics!

How has the Covid-19 pandemic 
impacted the business and what 
positive changes have you made 
as a result?

Elmtronics scooped the GREENFLEET Charging & Refuelling Infrastructure Provider of the Year award  
in 2020 for the second year running, cementing the company’s position as a leader in the EV charging market

A
dvertism

ent Feature

The pandemic has been the ultimate test of 
resolve for any company. We’ve been incredibly 
lucky that we’re in a growing industry 
and have managed to weather the storm, 
coming out the other side even stronger.
 Our office staff are now all fully equipped 
to work from home. With the rolling local and 
national lockdowns, we’re always prepared 
and can carry on supporting our customers.
 It’s also been a vital lesson in humility. We 
often don’t appreciate the simple things; a 
handshake, hug from a loved one or enjoying 
a night out with friends. I don’t think any of us 
will ever take these things for granted again!

What would you say to  
businesses out there who may  
be struggling at the moment?
It’s been incredibly tough for some 
businesses, one thing I always try to 
remember is just keep going at it. Dogged 
determination has pulled me through 
more times than I care to remember, 
fortunately a lot of entrepreneurs have 
this secret ingredient tucked away!

How do you think Covid-19 
has impacted the roll out of EV 
charging infrastructure in the UK?
Initially Covid-19 did slow down the roll out; 
businesses were forced to close their doors 
and there was a lot of uncertainty across 
all industries. The overall ‘green revolution’ 
is the good news story that has emerged 
from this. People are more conscious than 
ever that we have a responsibility to clean 

up our act, because of this, EV sales have 
soared. We’ve already seen 2021 shaping 
up nicely and interest is at an all-time high.

What charging trends should  
we be looking out for in 2021?
Excitement around Smart Charging is really 
going to kick in throughout 2021. Off-
peak energy tariffs will see energy being 
collected, stored and used in increasingly 
smarter ways. This will balance the grid 
utilisation and reduce the cost of green 
energy; the Green Energy Revolution 
is the new Industrial Revolution!

What charging innovations are 
you most looking forward to?
I’m excited for wireless charging - imagine just 
pulling up to a charging pad and not having 
to wrestle with leads in the rain! It’s coming 
and we are at the forefront. Watch this space!

What would you say to any 
businesses out there who are still 
unsure about making the switch 
to EVs?
Whether you sell B2B or B2C, customers are 
becoming more environmentally conscious 
and have started to recognise the benefits 
of EVs. We already know that we have to 
make the switch before 2030 and having 
a fleet of EVs is a competitive advantage 
(not just in long-term cost savings). As more 
businesses transition, that advantage erodes, 
and you’ll miss the chance to be seen as a 
leader in your sector. It’s the right thing to 
switch for the planet; your shareholders; 
employees; and customers. Why wait?

What do you think is the biggest 
barrier currently for EV adoption 
by businesses?
A lack of understanding. Not a lot of people 
are aware of the positives that can be gained 
from switching to electric vehicles. We’re 
aiming to change that, offering knowledge 
and guidance to support businesses 
who are looking to make the switch.
 Cost is becoming less of a barrier, EV’s are 
cheaper over the fleet lifetime and are the perfect 
solution for short haul vehicles. However, the lack 
of high-speed rapid chargers for longer range 
fleets is an issue, we need to maintain the level 
of investment into infrastructure to develop this 
network. Thankfully that’s starting to happen. L 

FURTHER INFORMATION

www.elmtronics.co.uk
+44 191 417 3719

Elmtronics wins at the  
2020 GREENFLEET Awards

Dan Martin, Elmtronics CEO, proud 
to show off the GREENFLEET award
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In recent years, there has been a rising 
interest in Vehicle to Grid (V2G) technology 
for addressing some of the wider concerns 
around electric vehicle adoption, such as 
helping electricity networks cope with 
the extra demand. But what are the 
benefits for fleet operators?
 V2G technology allows 
electricity to flow in 
both directions to and 
from electric vehicle 
batteries, allowing 
energy stored in the 
battery to be sold 
back to the grid when 
demand for power 
is high. Vehicles can 
then charge when 
demand is lower or 
renewable generation 
is high, reducing reliance 
on fossil-fuelled generation 
and giving V2G a role in carbon 
reduction efforts. It can also release 
capacity on the electricity networks which 
distribute power around the country.

V2G technology: 
what’s in it for 
fleets?
How can vehicle-to-grid (V2G) chargers benefit fleet operators 
using electric vehicles? We look at a recent White Paper from 
Nissan, E.ON Drive and Imperial College London that assesses the 
benefits of V2G for businesses, the grid, and the environment

Fleet vehicles are often uniquely suited to 
V2G applications, due largely to regular and 
predictable usage patterns, and the fact that 
they often return to base at the end of the 
working day, where they sit idle overnight. 

This provides perfect conditions for V2G 
to utilise the energy stored in their 

batteries, before ensuring the 
vehicles are fully charged 

and ready for use again 
the next morning.
 Nissan, E.ON Drive and 
Imperial College London 
have been involved in 
a project, known as 
e4Future, which has 
shown how electric vans 

and cars can support 
the UK grid and provide a 

profitable and sustainable 
solution for business fleets.

 The project is one of 21 projects 
announced by BEIS and OZEV in January 

2018 to develop the business proposition and 
core technology to support V2G deployment 
in the UK, including large-scale trials.

Nissan, E.ON Drive and Imperial College 
London have now released a white paper 
revealing their findings from the trial, 
which offers supporting recommendations 
and calls for the introduction of incentives 
to accelerate widespread adoption of 
vehicle-to-grid (V2G) charging systems.
 It also addresses some of the challenges 
that will be faced in the early days of V2G, 
particularly around creating a reliable 
business case in the context of evolving 
energy markets and regulation.
 Andrew Humberstone, Managing Director 
of Nissan Motor GB, said: “There is enormous 
potential in vehicle-to-grid to deliver huge 
savings, both in financial terms for electricity 
system operators and vehicle fleets, and in 
environmental terms, by significantly cutting 
CO2 emissions across the UK power system.”
 The White Paper indicates that V2G has the 
potential for reducing carbon emissions from 
the power system to as low as -243gCO2/km.
 It could result in electricity system 
operation cost savings of up to £12,000 
per annum per EV and CO2 reduction of 
approximately 60 tonnes per annum per EV.
 What’s more, annual fleet V2G 
charging benefits could range 
between £700-£1,250 per vehicle.

The costs associated with V2G
In order to evaluate the business case for 
V2G, costs associated with the installation 
and commissioning of V2G chargers must be 
considered. Generally, the cost of installing 
a V2G charger today is higher than that 
of a comparable standard unidirectional 
charger, due to several reasons. Firstly V2G 
charger hardware costs are significantly 
higher due to the fact that the number 
of produced chargers today is relatively 
small (and the more complex power 
electronics required within the unit itself).  
 However, it is reasonable to assume 
that these costs will reduce over time due 
to economies of scale. V2G installation 
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Annual fleet V2G charging benefits could range between £700-£1,250 per vehicle, according to the White Paper
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costs (covering electrical and civil works) 
will be similar to those for comparable 
standard charging solutions.
 There may also be costs association with 
Distribution Network Operators (DNO). As 
V2G chargers enable export of electricity to 
the distribution network, a G99 application 
must be submitted to DNOs to obtain approval 
for connection to the grid. Depending on 
the specifics of the connection request, 
there may be associated assessment and 
design fees from the DNOs. The costs for 
this differ across the various DNO regions.
 As with other generation and storage 
devices, the DNO may need to witness the 
V2G commissioning checks at the cost of 
the customer. Witness testing requirements 
depend on whether the devices are fully type 
tested or not, the capacity of the generation/
storage on site and whether an export limiting 
scheme (G100) is required to safeguard the 
network. Specific requirements are detailed 
in Engineering Recommendation G99.
 Another issue could be the prequalification 
of Firm Frequency Response (FFR). In order to 
be able to provide Firm Frequency Response 
services, National Grid ESO requires each unit 
within a given portfolio to be pre-qualified 
separately. While such a requirement is 
suitable for conventional power plants, it 
is not ideal for small decentralised assets. 

V
2G

 Technology

For a V2G aggregator this means that every 
individual V2G charger would require physical 
on-site testing before being approved for FFR.
 This becomes a critical problem when 
scaling the solution, as the integration of 
each new charger would lead to additional 
effort and costs. In contrast, other European 
countries like Denmark allow for type 
testing, whereby a particular type of unit 
need only be tested and approved for 
providing frequency response once, before 
being approved for wider deployment. 
 In order to create a commercially 
attractive proposition, the cost premium 
for V2G solutions must be offset by 
the financial benefits derived from the 
V2G use cases presented earlier.

Report recommendations
The report concludes that vehicle-to-grid 
technology has the potential to add huge 
value to the UK’s power system and support 
a cost-effective transition to a low-carbon 
future. For this to happen, it will be vital 
that appropriate market and regulatory 
conditions are in place for widespread 
adoption of V2G to be achieved. With this 
in mind, the white paper recommends that 
future changes to OFGEM network charges 
should consider likely V2G use cases, such 
as that of back-to-base commercial fleets.

It recommends that ancillary and flexibility 
services should be designed with participation 
from small-scale EV fleets in mind, and that 
industry and government ensures consumers 
and businesses are well-informed about the 
energy and mobility choices they make.
 Government should prioritise V2G charging 
architecture when developing EV charging 
regulations, in order to ensure an optimal 
decarbonisation strategy for the long-
term, and there should be better greater 
financial support towards the up-front cost 
of purchasing and installing V2G chargers.
 Speaking about the project, Luke Ellis, V2G 
Programme Manager with E.ON UK, said: 
“This is about commercialising a vehicle’s 
bi-directional charging capabilities, with clear 
advantages for businesses either already with 
a fleet of electric vehicles or those that are 
ready to make the transition to electric, and 
demonstrates how E.ON is providing solutions 
for customers that will help make the air cleaner.
 “Operating an electric fleet means already 
contributing to the net zero emissions 
target and saving money through local 
clean air zone exemptions; integrating 
your fleet with V2G technology brings 
greater cost savings and the chance to earn 
extra revenue. Fleet vehicles which sit idle 
overnight, or even during the working day, 
could see their batteries charged when 
demand is low, with the energy exported 
when demand is high, but still be charged 
and ready for use when required.
 ”V2G technology brings with it wider 
environmental benefits for society as a whole. 
It can be considered ‘carbon negative’ for 
its potential to reduce or even remove the 
need for fossil-fuelled generation to be fired 
up at times of peak electricity demand.” L

FURTHER INFORMATION

See the white paper here: 
tinyurl.com/y255fkf6

In order to evaluate the business case for 
V2G, costs associated with the installation 
and commissioning of V2G chargers must 
be considered. Generally, the cost of 
installing a V2G charger today is higher 
than that of a comparable standard 
unidirectional charger
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What is it? 
As the proliferation of electric vehicles widens, 
the cost of the technology lessens. It’s therefore 
natural that the choice broadens. A decade ago, 
there were few ‘conventional’ or traditional 
electric small cars on the market. Models such 
as the Mitsubishi i-MiEV were more niche 
than normal but fast forward 10 years, and 
the choice of small electric cars is growing. 
The PSA Group is leading the charge, with a 
trio of small EVs, all based on its electrified 
‘e-Common Modular Platform’ (e-CMP). Also 
offered as petrol or diesel models, the ‘multi-
energy’ chassis was developed to include 
electric versions from the outset. The all-electric 
208 is parent company Peugeot’s small EV 
contender and forms part of a small car that 
was named the 2020 European Car of the Year.

What range does it have?
The e-208 is second only to the Renault Zoe in 
the small EV range stakes. The Renault scores 
the top spot by way of its 238-mile distance, 
and while the Peugeot’s 217 miles number 
fewer than the Zoe’s, they are still very useful.

All of the PSA Group’s small electric cars 
feature the same 100kW electric motor and 
50kWh lithium-ion battery, which again, puts 
them right in the Renault Zoe’s firing line. 
Comparing the Peugeot to price rivals such 
as the Honda e and Mini Electric is fruitless, 
as these have much smaller ranges, and are 
more suited to inner-city habitats. Yes, the 
Peugeot will deal with the urban cut and 
thrust easily, too, but it can also stretch its 
legs on longer distances. However, official 

Peugeot E-208 GT 
An important part of Peugeot’s electrification strategy, the e-208 heralds a new era in the 
French brand’s history. Richard Gooding drives the electric hatchback and finds that adding  
an e-drivetrain to a popular small car will increase its appeal still further

body coloured chequered front grille, gloss 
black wheel arches, and ‘e’ badges on the 
C-pillars. GT trim cars also feature a black-
painted roof and mirrors. It’s very distinctive, 
and the e-208 certainly stands out in the 
crowded small car sector. Inside, the cabin is 
adventurously styled. The dashboard is split 
into two halves, the top area forming part 
of Peugeot’s i-Cockpit concept, which places 
all the important driving features around the 
driver. The GT has a high technology count, 
with configurable 3D instruments which 
look fantastic, as well as a 10-inch capacitive 
touchscreen infotainment system. Quality 
is up on Peugeots of the past, with metal 
toggle switches and carbon-look inlays giving 
an impression of a more premium car. 

With 191-221lb ft of torque, and despite 
its 1,455kg weight, the e-208 is zippy from 
standstill, with plenty of performance for 
navigating city streets as well as more 
open roads. That performance is delivered 
in a refined manner, on a par with larger 
electric cars. Sitting low, the driving position 
is good and encourages more spirited 
driving, an experience which the e-208 is 
happy to impart. Fun to drive, the e-208’s 
dynamics lend it an engaging feel. The 
small EV’s ride is comfortable, too, and the 
Peugeot absorbs road imperfections well, 
although noise from the 205/45 R17 tyres 
is much more present than that from the 
outside world. The automatic gear selector 
is easy to use, the shifter just needing a 
slight nudge backwards to engage the 
harsher ‘B’ regenerative braking mode.

quoted range figures should always be taken 
as a guide. In real-world conditions, we found 
the Peugeot to register a maximum fully 
charged range of 161 miles over its autumn 
test period. An efficiency value of 3.8 miles/
kWh is commendable, though, and a range of 
driving modes are available to make the most 
of the car’s energy usage – ‘Normal’ is for 
daily use, ‘Eco’ shifts the priority to range, and 
‘Sport’ moves the focus to performance. Two 
braking modes also aim to benefit efficiency. 
The standard setting modulates the set-up to 
give a sensation similar to engine braking in 
an ICE car, and the enhanced ‘B’ mode gives a 
sharper response and increased deceleration 
controlled with the accelerator pedal. 

How long does it take to charge?
Peugeot has fitted the e-208 with a 7.4kW 
on-board charger. From a standard domestic 
10A/3kWh socket, the electric hatchback 
can be charged from flat to full in 24 
hours. A 7kWh wall box takes that time 
down to 7.5 hours, while a 100kWh rapid 
charger will see 80 per cent of the battery’s 
capacity replenished in 30 minutes.  

The ‘My Peugeot’ smartphone app allows 
drivers to see the progress and the state of 
vehicle charge, as well as energy consumption 
statistics. The battery charging cycle can 
also be activated, stopped and scheduled 
remotely, as can pre-conditioning functions.

How does it drive?
The e-208 builds on the smart appearance 
of the standard 208 hatchback and adds a 

ROAD TEST
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Road Test

ENGINE:    100kW/134bhp 
electric motor and  

50kWh lithium-ion battery

RANGE (WLTP):  217 miles

CO2:  0g/km

VED:  £0 first-year, £0 thereafter

BIK:  0%

PRICE (OTR):                           £29,975  
                    (including government PiCG) 

Peugeot E-208 GT

What does it cost?
Peugeot has opted to offer the electric 208 
in a variety of trims, perhaps to capture a 
wide range of drivers. The Active Premium 
is the entry-level model, and at £26,725 
(including the UK government Plug-in Car 
Grant) it includes automatic air conditioning, 
automatic windscreen wipers, electrochrome 
rear view mirror, LED headlamps and daytime 
running lights, a seven-inch capacitive colour 
touchscreen, Peugeot’s i-Cockpit dash with 
3.5-inch digital instrument display, and 16-inch 
alloy wheels. Move up to the £27,375 Allure 
for LED rear lights, dark tinted rear windows, 
and gloss black inserts on the B-pillar and rear 
bumper. The £28,025 Allure Premium spec adds 
a configurable 3D i-Cockpit instrument panel, as 
well as a 180-degree colour reversing camera.

Choose the £29,975 GT trim of our test 
car, and you gain a 10-inch capacitive colour 
touchscreen with 3D navigation and three years 
of TomTom Live updates, eight-colour interior 
ambient lighting, front and rear parking sensors, 
17-inch ‘Shaw’ alloy wheels. Safety includes both 
blind spot monitoring and active safety brake 
(features cyclist, night function and pedestrian 
functions) systems. The range-topping GT 
Premium cars have heated front seats, keyless 
entry, and adaptive cruise control and lane 
keeping systems, and are priced from £30,975.

As standard, all e-208s feature a centre armrest, 
an electronic parking brake, four USB sockets, 
a pre-conditioning function, and an acoustic 
vehicle alerting system.  
 
How much does it cost to tax? 
Under current taxation bands, and in common 
will all fully electric cars, Peugeot’s electric 
hatchback is exempt from VED charges, 
both in the first and following years. The 
zero-emission e-208 also attracts a zero 
per cent Benefit in Kind (BIK) rate for 
2020-2021, rising to one per cent in 2021-
2022, and two per cent in 2022-2023.

Why does my fleet need one?
The PSA Group aims to have 100 per 
cent of its model ranges electrified by 
2025 and the family of small EVs are the 
first, and important, step in those plans. 
Creating the EV platforms alongside the 
ICE chassis allowed for more flexibility 
and has resulted in a brace of easy-to-
drive and impressively refined products. 

The e-208 has eye-catching style and interior 
technology, as well as more premium feel than 
many Peugeots – small or otherwise – before 
it. A car with suitable appeal for those who 
enjoy driving, the e-208 successfully blends an 
‘enthusiast’ nature with lower running costs. 

On a charge to 2025

The e-208 may be Peugeot’s first 
step to fulfil those 2025 electrified 
range ambitions, but the pace will 
pick up in 2021. The e-2008 SUV is 
already here, and uses the same 
e-CMP platform, 50kWh battery 
and 100kW electric motor as its 
e-208 sister. Priced from £30,680, 
it has an official range of up to 
206 miles.

A trio of plug-in hybrids come in 
the form of the £37,310 3008 SUV, 
the £34,945 508, and the £36,545 
508 SW, with all-electric distances 
of around 40 miles. Commercial 
vehicles won’t escape the addition 
of electric drivetrains either, with 
the e-Expert van due to arrive in 
2021. Available with 50kWh or 
75kWh battery sizes and an 100kW 
electric motor, the maximum official 
range is 205 miles. The International 
Van of the Year 2021 winner, the 
e-Expert range starts at £32,965 
excluding VAT and the government 
plug-in Van Grant. A passenger-
carrying e-Traveller version is also 
on sale, and an electric version of 
the larger Boxer van will follow. 

Not necessarily a cheap proposition, but on a 
price par with its rivals, the e-208 package is 
one which is enticingly appealing.L 
 
 FURTHER INFORMATION

www.peugeot.co.uk
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The clock is ticking for all vehicle 
operators to make the switch 
to EVs. However, only the 

largest organisations, with dedicated 
sustainability teams, have put plans in 
place to meet these targets. For most 
other organisations, they know where 
they have to go, but not how to get there. 

The Algorithm People has come up 
with the solution – a Road Map to 
Decarbonisation. This innovative blend 
of consultancy and route optimisation 
aims to help fleets develop and 
implement a robust, evidence-based 
electrification strategy.

Natalie Hughes, Director of Partners and 
Corporate Accounts for The Algorithm 
People, said: “It became apparent 
to us from conversations with fleet 
and transport managers that many 
simply do not know where to start. 
They were spending a lot of money on 
electric vehicle consultancy that told 
them which vehicles to buy and what 
infrastructure they need - but didn’t 
help with how to use those vehicles to 
their full potential.”

“Our Road Map to Decarbonisation 
creates a stage-by-stage strategy, 
enabling them to set achievable 
goals and time frames, which act 
as milestones on the journey to full 
electrification.”

SET A BASELINE
In line with the company’s ‘optimise 
now, electrify next’ ethos, the first step 
is to decarbonise the existing fleet. This 
begins with a benchmarking exercise, 
to create a baseline. “Our analysts 
take a couple of weeks’ worth of data 
from a fleet to understand its existing 
operations and create metrics such 
as mileage, cost, and emissions,” said 
Hughes. “We then use our algorithms 
to crunch that data and identify the 
potential savings against those KPIs if 
the fleet was optimised. This gives our 
clients an accurate picture of the 
specific savings they could 
make by using our route 
optimisation platform.”

OPTIMISE 
Once the benchmark has 
proved that My Transport 

Planner can generate significant savings, 
the client signs up and begins to use 
the platform. As a fully web-based 
system, there is no requirement for 
installation or complex set-up, meaning 
that users can get started immediately. 
Initially this is often on a pay-as-you-go 
basis, which enables fleet managers to 
get to know the system without being 
tied into a long-term contract. 

GENERATE SAVINGS
The platform is proven to generate 
total cost savings of up to 30 per 
cent, including a reduction in total 
fleet mileage of up to 20 per cent. 
“The mileage saving is particularly 
important as it obviously has an impact 
on emissions from vehicle operations,” 
said Hughes. “In this way, it can help 
fleets set and meet short-term targets 
on decarbonisation while preparing a 

medium- and long-term strategy for 
electrification.”

BUILD THE BUSINESS CASE
While The Algorithm 
People’s entire approach to 
decarbonisation is unique, the 

Your Road Map to 
Decarbonisation
Deadlines for electrification could be as close as a decade 
away. While organisations are aware of the targets they have 
to hit, very few have robust plans in place to meet them.

most innovative element is how it helps 
fleets to adopt electric vehicles (EVs). 
Its analysts take the benchmarking data 
from step one, but instead of asking 
the algorithm to optimise the existing 
vehicles, they ask it which vehicles and 
routes are ready for electrification.

“Sometimes this is simply replacing 
a diesel or petrol vehicle with an EV,” 
said Hughes. “However, by looking 
holistically at all vehicle movements, 
the algorithms can rewrite work 
schedules to increase the number of 
vehicles that can be electrified. All tasks 
are still completed, but perhaps 
by different vehicles, in order 
to optimise the use of EVs.”

PURCHASE EVS AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE
“Another unique feature 
of the Decarbonisation 
Road Map is that 
optimising your 
existing fleet creates 
the financial headroom to 
invest in EVs,” said Hughes. 
“If an organisation has already 
allocated investment for EVs then this 
additional funding can help accelerate 
the process. However, for most 
companies it will be a welcome war 
chest to get them started.”

The Algorithm People has an 
extensive network of partners who 
can help at this stage, from leasing or 
purchasing EVs, to acquiring charging 
infrastructure, to innovative EV ‘fuel’ 
cards which streamline the processing 
of employees’ expenses claims. “One 
of the headaches for fleet managers is 
finding and managing different suppliers 
for the various elements they need to 
electrify,” added Hughes. “We can help 

take the hassle 
out of this 

process by bringing in our partners 
where appropriate.”

SWEAT YOUR ASSETS
Once you have added EVs to your fleet, 
My Transport Planner can optimise them 
along with conventional petrol and 
diesel vehicles. The platform is designed 
to ensure that the EVs are used as close 
to their capabilities as possible, with 
complete confidence that they won’t 
run out of battery charge.

“Electric vehicles have a much higher 
ticket price than diesel or petrol 

equivalents,” said Hughes. “The 
return on investment comes 

from much lower ‘fuel’ 
costs, meaning that the 
more miles the EVs 
travel, the faster and 
better the payback. 
Similarly, every electric 
mile is one less mile 

covered by a fossil fuel 
vehicle in the fleet, so the 

return on investment is an 
environmental one as well as 

financial.

“My Transport Planner is configured to 
maximise the number of electric miles 
without pushing any EV beyond its real-
world range capabilities.”

REPORT AND REPEAT
The Algorithm People can provide 
regular reports on key performance 
indicators (KPIs) which can feed 
into management meetings and 
sustainability reports. This ensures 
that performance is monitored, and 
emissions targets are met.

With the entire fleet now optimised, 
the cycle begins again, as the savings 
generated can be put aside to pay for 
the next round of electrification.
“A plan for decarbonisation which 
essentially becomes self-funding is 
a win-win scenario for any vehicle 
operator,” said Hughes.

The Algorithm People 
can help you create a clear, 
cost-effective strategy for 
fleet decarbonisation. Ensure 
you electrify your fleet in the 
most effective and efficient 
manner by following these 
seven simple steps:

1. Benchmark your
existing operations
Identify what savings 
optimisation could generate 
for your existing fleet

2. Optimise your
existing fleet
Use the My Transport 
Planner platform to optimise 
your fleet operations

3. Generate savings
My Transport Planner 
can deliver cost savings 
of up to 30% 

4. Build the business case
Algorithms identify your 
vehicles and routes most 
suited for electrification

5. Purchase your vehicles
and infrastructure
Use your savings to invest 
in the right EVs and 
charging infrastructure

6. Optimise again
Optimise your full fleet, 
including your electric vehicles, 
to maximise efficiency

7. Repeat the process
Use the cost savings generated 
by optimisation to fund the 
next round of electrification

Advertisement Feature
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You can find out more in our special GreenFleet supplement here:
https://issuu.com/psi-media/docs/tap
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The GREENFLEET 
100 Most Influential

100 NEW John Curtis 
Director of Sustainability,  
That Friday Feeling 

Former GREENFLEET Ambassador John Curtis continues to spread the 
word about  sustainability and green motoring, using his past experience 
as head of low carbon vehicles and fuels at the Scottish Government 
to help businesses reduce transport emissions. He also features on the 
below-mentioned EV Café, discussing all things electric. 

99 NEW Jonny Berry 
Head of The EV Café and UK eMobility 
Lead - Elexent & Groupe Renault 
Jonny Berry started the EV Café soon after the first national lockdown 
started so that conversations around fleets transitioning to a greener 
future could continue. The EV Café gets more than 2,500 unique 
visitors, of which approximately 40 per cent are fleet operators. Jonny 
also holds the EV fleet development manager role for Renault UK and 
won a GREENFLEET EV Champion Award in 2020. 

98 NEW Paul Nicholls 
Managing Director, Nicholls Transport 
One year on from the launch of its LNG gas trucks and refuelling 
station, Nicholls Transport won the GREENFLEET Private Sector Fleet 
of the Year (S-M) award in 2020. Paul's continued commitment to 
emissions reduction leads the way for other hauliers to follow. 

97 NEW Jonny Goldstone 
Managing Director, Green 
Tomato Cars 

Jonny has been using hydrogen-fuelled cars since 2015, and continues to 
back the fuel despite its challenges. He has recently called for a greater 
investment in hydrogen refuelling infrastructure, and picked up an AFV 
Champion Award at the 2020 GREENFLEET Awards. 

96 NEW Dr Chris Jardine 
Technical Director, joju Charging 
Joju has been involved in some notable public sector charging 
projects, such as providing street lamp charging points in Reading 
and a recent deal to do the same in London. Joju's innovation gives 
councils an affordable charging infrastructure for residents without 
off street parking. 

95 Sathish Sethuraman 
Travel Plan Co-Ordinator, Northumbria 
Healthcare NHS Trust
Sathish is the driving force behind Northumbria Healthcare NHS 
Foundation Trust’s green transport, which includes a number of electric 
vehicles and the supporting charging infrastructure, as well as a public 
transport travel scheme for staff. 

DRIVING THE SWITCH TO CLEANER FLEETS | www.greenfleet.net28

Welcome to the fifth GF100 Most Influential.

Twenty-twenty was certainly not the year we were expecting. 
The Covid-19 pandemic threw huge disruption upon us all – as it 
continues to do now, and the UK has had to find a way to adapt. 
But encouragingly, the environmental agenda has continued 
at pace, demonstrated here by the impressive individuals that 
make up our GREENFLEET100 Most Influential.  
 The GF100 Most Influential is our pick of the people that 
we believe have shaped the zero and low-carbon fleet and 
transport sectors. They are individuals that are committed 
to carbon reduction and better air quality, and have made 
significant progress in their work. What's more, their success 
and enthusiasm encourages others to embrace sustainability.
  The green transport agenda picked up considerably in 
2020. The government's 'Ten Point Plan' announced that 
petrol and diesel cars and vans will be phased out from 
2030 – ten years earlier than previously planned. It was also 
announced that a consultation will be launched on a date for 
phasing out the sale of new diesel heavy goods vehicles.
  With the ultimate aim of the UK being net zero by 2050, 
it's all hands on deck for carbon reduction. As such, it 
is becoming increasingly harder to whittle down the 
GF100 list to just 100 people – so vast is the amount 
of individuals that are dedicated to this agenda.
 There are a number of new entrants on the list, which has 
caused some considerable movement. Many of the new entrants 
are award-winners from the 2020 GREENFLEET Awards, such as 
Jiggs Bharij, head of fleet services at the Metropolitan Police, 
who manages a 600-strong fleet of alternative fuelled vehicles.
 Other new entries include Stephen Arnold, who 
leads on Birmingham City Council's air quality work, 
and Daniel Bentham, MD of ubitricity, which is now 
the UK’s largest public EV charging network.
 Congratulations to those on the list. For considerations 
on next year’s list, upload your nominations to 
gf100.greenfleet.net/form/submissions

Angela Pisanu, editor, GreenFleet
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94 NEW Andy Mouat 
Principal Officer Carbon Management, 
Glasgow City Council 
Andy's remit is ensuring the council achieves its carbon reduction targets 
and he does this through various innovative initiatives, including taking the 
lead on EV charging infrastructure policy and roll out.
 

93 NEW Stephen Arnold 
Head of Clean Air Zone,  
Birmingham City Council 

Stephen heads up Birmingham's air quality work, with the Clean Air 
Zone due to launch in June 2021. The Council is providing a range of 
exemptions and financial incentives to help residents, city centre workers 
and businesses prepare. 

92 NEW Paul Kirby 
Head of LCV and EV Strategy, Vanarama 
Paul uses his 30 years’ experience in the automotive and leasing sector 
to head up Vanarama's electric vehicle work, helping drive EV adoption 
amongst its customers. He is also Vanarama's light commercial vehicle 
product specialist. 

91 NEW William Whyte 
Fleet Manager, Aberdeen City Council 
William continues to help the council grow its environmentally friendly 
fleet with a number of vans, cars and specialist vehicles that are electric or 
hydrogen. His work has led to a CO2 reduction of 19,870kg, as well as a 
win at the 2020 GREENFLEET Awards (Public Sector Fleet of the Year (M-L). 

90 hh Amanda Lyne 
Managing Director & Co-Founder, 
ULEMCo
Amanda uses her some 20 years’ experience in the hydrogen and fuel cell 
technology industry to help commercial vehicle fleet operators convert 
their specialist vehicles to run on hydrogen dual fuel. Taking part in high 
profile trials, ULEMCo proves that hydrogen is a viable option for greening 
heavy transport, and calls for adequate supporting fuelling infrastructure. 

89 hh Philip Fjeld 
Co-Founder and CEO, CNG Fuels
CNG Fuels supplies Bio-CNG to the heavy truck market, helping 
companies such as John Lewis Partnership and Hermes significantly 
cut their greenhouse gas emissions. With a recent £80 million 
investment from Foresight Group, CNG Fuels will build at least 14 
further public access stations over the next two years, quadrupling 
the company’s capacity. 

88 hh Dr Graham Cooley 
Chief Executive Officer, ITM Power 
Graham is vocal on how hydrogen solutions can alleviate the world’s 
dependence on fossil fuel. Recent work includes participating in the 
Green Hydrogen for Scotland project to create sustainable hydrogen 
production facilities with clusters of refuelling stations across Scotland, 
supporting the country’s efforts to achieve net zero by 2045. 

87 NEW Darren Gardner 
Head of eMobility, E.ON
Darren is Head of eMobility at E.ON, looking after its workplace, home 
and public charging, including Vehicle to Grid technology. The company 
has recently been working with Nissan and Imperial College London on 

a project to explore how the bi-directional charging capability of electric 
vehicles could contribute to lower emissions and help achieve climate 
change goals. Previously Darren led on E.On's smart cities work. 

86 NEW Stephen Imm 
Head of Transport Services, 
Gloucestershire Constabulary 

Steven Imm heads up the transport services department at Gloucestershire 
Constabulary. Stephen has worked to make the fleet the largest fully-
electric fleet in the country, by way of percentage. Thanks to his hard work, 
Gloucestershire Constabulary won the GREENFLEET Public Sector Fleet of 
the Year award in the small to medium category.
  

85 NEW Neil Wilson 
Fleet Director, Ford of Britain
Neil has been instrumental at introducing Ford's new electrified products 
to businesses, such as Sky, who has taken on 151 PHEV Transit vans for 
its engineers.

84 Tim Lever 
Managing Director, ALD 
Automotive UK 

With more than 15 years of experience within the vehicle financing 
sector, Tim has a detailed understanding of the needs of the fast 
changing world of mobility. ALD Automotive is at the forefront of the 
electric vehicle and sustainable mobility revolution with a rapidly 
growing green fleet of vehicles worldwide.  

83 Toby Butler 
General Manager for E-Mobility Europe, 
Shell Recharge
Toby is responsible for delivering Shell Recharge, the company's on-
forecourt electric vehicle charging service. Toby believes charging a car 
should be as simple and as convenient as filling up with conventional 
fuel and his work reflects this belief.

82 Fraser Crichton 
Corporate Fleet Operations Manager, 
Dundee City Council  
Fraser oversees the implementation of electric vehicles and infrastructure 
in Dundee, which is a city at the vanguard of zero-carbon transport. 
The city boasts the largest number of electric minicabs anywhere in the 
UK, four solar-powered charging hubs and the highest number of rapid 
chargers of any Scottish city. 

81 NEW Guy Haydon 
Head of Sales, Electromobility, Siemens 
Guy leads Siemens' Electromobility sales team to deliver hardware, 
installation and maintenance services for projects on behalf of its charge 
point operator (CPO) partners, such as Birmingham’s upcoming city wide 
charger roll-out, London’s TFL taxi network, the South West’s Revive 
network, and multiple other projects with the UK’s leading CPOs. 

80 NEW Tanya Neech 
UK Sustainability Officer, Scania GB 
Tanya is responsible for all areas of sustainability across Scania GB. Acting 
as a lynchpin between business and external stakeholders, Tanya is on 
a mission to help the company delivery its 2025 strategy of driving the 
shift to a more sustainable transport system. In 2021 the focus will be the 
delivery of Scania's new electric truck. 
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2020 was a challenging year but also an 
incredibly positive one for our sector. More 
fleets than ever before are committing 
to reduce emissions, there is a wider 
choice of electric vans and cars than ever 
before, and more innovative technologies 
to help accelerate the road to zero.
 As fleets look to meet emissions targets, the 
obvious strategy is to swap dirty diesels for 
electric vehicles (EVs). However, technology can 
also help cut costs and carbon emissions from 
vehicle operations. This idea is nothing new to 
fleet managers - after all, most vehicle operators 
already benefit from telematics. However, 
many organisations are still unaware that route 
optimisation can deliver additional savings 
over and above vehicle tracking systems.
 Only a small number of fleets currently 
use route optimisation, meaning many more 
could be missing out. Our research indicates 
that only about five per cent of fleets are 
using optimisation. This means that a lot of 
organisations are operating at a commercial 
disadvantage, because they are not realising 
its efficiency and cost-saving benefits.
 There are very clear parallels with the 
development of the vehicle tracking market. 
Initially telematics was only viable for the 
biggest fleets, as it was quite expensive to 

install and complex to use. As the costs came 
down and the technology became more 
user-friendly, it opened up the market to the 
small and medium-sized vehicle operators. 
 Route optimisation is so well embedded 
in the big players that, today, they couldn’t 
envisage operating without it. We are 
making it cost-effective and user-friendly 
enough for the rest of the market, so that 
it becomes an essential tool for them in 
their fight to cut emissions and costs.

Key benefits
Route optimisation is powered by 
intelligent algorithms which calculate the 
most efficient way for an organisation to 
complete all daily tasks involving vehicles. 
The algorithms make these calculations in 
a fraction of the time it would take a team 
of people – and deliver better results. 
 The achievable benefits can be surprising. 
The platform is so efficient that it can reduce 
total fleet mileage by up to 20 per cent, 
with the clear reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions which that brings. It can also cut 
total transport costs by up to 30 per cent. 
These are huge savings and far outweigh the 
price of using route optimisation, meaning 
it delivers a rapid return on investment.

Who uses it?
Route optimisation is most effective for 
planning vehicles which visit multiple 
sites per shift. This could be multi-drop 
operations such as last-mile logistics, 
couriers, or home delivery – but equally it 
could be scheduling site visits for service 
engineers or community transport such as 
a minibus for the elderly and vulnerable.
 One of the barriers for adoption in the past 
was that route optimisation might only be 
applicable to some parts of a fleet and not 
others. That made it too expensive as the 
ROI simply wasn’t there. However, new ways 
of consuming route optimisation, such as 
pay-as-you-go platforms like My Transport 
Planner, creates new possibilities. A fleet 
manager can finally deploy route optimisation 
for the parts of their business where it is 
effective, without having to pay for it for 
the parts where it might not be needed.
 For those struggling to adopt electric 
vehicles, route optimisation offers another way 
to reduce emissions while also cutting costs.
 For further information on how route 
optimisation can help you, download 
this free GreenFleet guide: https://
issuu.com/psi-media/docs/tap L

Colin Ferguson is CEO of The Algorithm 
People, which provides a unique, data-based 
approach to fleet decarbonisation. The 
company helps fleets to generate cost savings 
of up to 30 per cent and emissions reductions 
of up to 20 per cent from their existing 
vehicle operations. It also helps them make 
the transition to EVs in a way which delivers 
the best possible return on investment. 

FURTHER INFORMATION

www.thealgorithpeople.co.uk
www.mytransportplanner.co.uk

Optimise first, then electrify

Route optimisation: 
Are you missing out? 

• New platforms are more 
affordable and user-friendly 

• The efficiency gains can give 
you a competitive edge 

• Achievable savings include: 
-  30% on total transport costs 
-  20% on fleet mileage and     
   emissionsSubstantial  
-  reduction in planning time

• These savings are on top of 
what you get from telematics 

• Proven to reduce carbon 
emissions from your current 
fleet

While switching to EVs remains the ultimate goal, are fleets missing 
a simple step in the decarbonisation of their vehicle operations?
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79 hh Edward Kulperger 
Senior Vice President, Geotab 
Edward heads up Geotab's work in Europe and is a regular speaker at 
telematics and technology conferences, advocating the use of technology 
and data to create environmentally friendly mobility solutions. 

78 NEW Daniel Bentham 
Managing Director, ubitricity 
Ubitricity is now the UK’s largest public EV charging 

network, with over 2,554 charge points and 12.5 per cent market share, 
according to Zap-Map figures. The company's smart approach to rolling out 
EV charging infrastructure, such as fitting them in lampposts or bollards, as 
well as their low cost, is a key reason for the network's growth.

77 hh David George 
Director, MINI UK
The Mini Electric and Mini Countryman Plug-In Hybrid have 
proved popular in the UK, accounting for nearly a fifth of its 

global sales. More than 11,000 of the Mini Electric has been produced at the 
firm’s plant in Oxford.

76 hh Gary Savage 
UK Managing Director,  
Mercedes-Benz & smart  
Mercedes-Benz wants electrically powered cars to account for more than half 
of its sales by 2030. It is taking great strides in this respect, with more than 
160,000 plug-in hybrids and all-electric vehicles sold worldwide in 2020.

75 hh Mike Potter 
CEO, DriveElectric & CrowdCharge
Mike continues his involvement in the Electric Nation project, which is 
now testing the real-world effects of Vehicle to Grid (V2G) technology. 
DriveElectric's mission is to make the switch to electric cars and vans 
simple for business fleets.

74 hh Matthew Morgan 
Chief Operating Officer,  
The Phoenix Works 
2020 sees The Phoenix Works celebrate ten years of delivering renewable 
technology solutions, with the company always evolving to find new ways 
to simplify the move to sustainable transport for its customers.

73 hh Chris Rutherford 
Head of Fleet Strategy & Transformation, 
London Ambulance Service 
Chris is the lead on a national project to develop a zero emission 
ambulance and working to replace all vehicles in the Trust with zero 
emission alternatives. This is particularly challenging due to vehicles 
being required for long shifts (often with short breaks), power lifesaving 
equipment, and be resilient for any type of emergency. 

72 Andrea McKenzie 
Fleet Coordinator, 
Changeworks 

Following Andrea's 2019 win at the Green Fleet Awards, she 
has overseen the addition of electric charge points and cars at 
Changeworks' Inverness office. She also speaks at business events 

to encourage other fleet managers to utilise the financial and 
environmental benefits of EVs, as well as to the wider community.

 
71 hh Nicole Fletcher 
Head of Sustainable Development, 
London Fire Brigade 
Nicole has been working hard to introduce low emission vehicles into 
the Brigade over a number of years, establishing an Ultra Low Emission 
Fleet programme and delivering the charging infrastructure that now 
covers more than 95 per cent of London Fire Brigade's estate.

70 Kieron Alsop 
Managing director, ROLEC EV 
Kieron is always looking for ways to improve and expand Rolec's EV 
charging portfolio and has done so recently through the acquisition 
of VendElectric and Group Manager charging networks, as well as 
enhancing its in-house capabilities with the inclusion of VendElectric’s 
technical team.

69 Loyd & Alun Davies 
Directors, ElectrAssure Ltd
Father and son team Loyd and Alun continue to use their expertise 
in electric vehicle charging infrastructure to attract work from major 
companies such as Volkswagen, who has contracted the company to 
fulfil its charging requirements as it electrifies the brand.  

68 hh Chris Beattie 
WEGO Couriers 
Chris continues to prove his commitment to sustainable delivery 
methods, with a fleet comprising cargo bikes, EVs and electric vans to 
minimise the company's emissions. Chris was crowned a GREENFLEET 
EV Champion in 2019 in recognition for his work with electric vehicles. 

67 hh Helen Lees 
Head of Fleet Operations, 
UK – Peugeot, Citroën & DS, 

Stellantis 
Helen has a 14 year career across the Peugeot, Citroën, DS & Free2Move 
brands working across most areas of the business. As Head of Electric 
Vehicles she prepared the business for the 2020 roll out of numerous 
battery electric and plug-in hybrid cars and vans, as well as leading on new 
connected and mobility services.

 66 Gary Smith 
Managing Director, Europcar Mobility Group 
Although Gary left the position at the end of 2020, he is recognised 
for leading the company during the challenges of the pandemic and 
continuing its green ambitions for a third of its fleet to be electric, PHEV 
or hybrid by the end of 2023. 

65 Dr Colin Herron 
Managing Director,  
Zero Carbon Futures

Colin continues to use his considerable experience and knowledge to 
help the UK achieve its EV infrastructure goals through his strategic 
consultancy Zero Carbon Futures, which has recently been acquired by 
Newcastle University. E
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 64 hh Alexis Percival 
Environmental and Sustainability 
Manager, Yorkshire Ambulance Service
Alexis has worked on developing low to zero emission ambulances 
using innovative technologies and is in charge of rolling out the EV 
charging infrastructure for the ambulance service fleet. Her experience 
has made her the go-to person for advice on greener ambulances. 

63 Gavin Jones 
Head of Fleet Corporate Service & Supply, 
Volkswagen Financial Services
Volkswagen Financial Services continues to make it simple for fleets 
to switch to zero and ultra low emission vehicles, with the launch 
of a new leasing package that considers the full-life cycle the car, 
benefitting the first owner, used buyer, and also the retailer.  

62 Jim Graham 
Finance Director, Arnold Clark 
Automobiles
Jim has developed the group’s electric vehicle offering, which now 
also includes renewable energy charging thanks to a partnership with 
ScottishPower. What's more, 2020 saw Arnold Clark's Innovation Centre 
open, which is a space where you can learn about EVs and test drive a 
wide range of models. 

61 hh Charlie Jardine 
Founder & CEO, EO Charging
Charlie has led EO’s development into an industry leading end-to-
end fleet electrification solutions provider. EO’s technology is now 
used by many of the world’s biggest businesses and fleet operators, 
and it distributes to over 30 countries around the world. Charlie's 
entrepreneurship and has been recognised through several awards such 
as Forbes 30-under-30 (2019) and ‘Rising Star’ of edie Sustainability 
Leaders Awards (2019). 

60 Richard Turnbull 
Head of Wireless Charging & 
Innovation Projects,  
Connected Kerb  
Richard left his position as Head of EV Infrastructure at LEVC in March 
2020, and takes his experience and expertise to Connected Kerb, a 
company that has a unique approach to electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure. Connected Kerb’s EV charging integrates both power 
and data at the kerbside and the technology also acts as a smart city 
platform – providing a wealth of capabilities, including Wi-Fi and 5G, 
and supporting IoT technologies, such as air quality monitoring and 
other environmental sensors. 

59 hh Nigel Morris 
EV & V2X Integration Manager,  
Active Building Centre
Seasoned electric vehicle integration manager Nigel Morris is currently 
working for the Active Building Centre at the University of Swansea, 
which generates enough energy from solar PV for its electric fleet to be 
grid neutral. He has also chaired the Swansea region ULEV Taskforce 
for the past five years. 

58 NEW Owain Pearce 
Transport Manager,
Oxford Direct Services 
Owain is committed to reducing the environmental impact of Oxford 
Direct Services' fleet and has achieved this by overseeing a new fleet 
management system, improving fleet policies and increasing its number 
of electric vehicles.
 

57 NEW Mervyn McIntyre 
National Fleet Manager,  
Hermes Parcelnet
Mervyn is responsible for Hermes' large CNG fleet, its electric vans and 
its company car fleet. Since he joined Hermes, the company now has 
326 hybrid or electric vehicles available in every class of company car. 
Mervyn’s is also investigating synthetically manufactured biodiesels like 
HVO (hydrotreated vegetable oils). 

 

56 Sascha Kaehne 
Business Director,  
Iveco UK & Ireland 

Iveco continues to help heavy commercial vehicle fleets reduce harmful 
emissions with natural power trucks, used by Hermes, John Lewis, Ocado, 
Sainsbury’s, UPS and Waitrose, to name a few. In 2020, the IVECO S-WAY 
entered the UK market, with a natural gas version due to follow.  

55 hh Paul Gatti 
Director Fleet, Royal Mail
Paul has the big task of managing Royal Mail’s fleet of 
around 47,000 vehicles, formulating its environmental 

strategy. There are around 295 electric Royal Mail vans in operation and 
the company is setting up its charging infrastructure with EDF. 

54 NEW Leighton King 
Commercial Director, LEVC
It's been a busy year for LEVC, makers of the world’s most iconic taxi. 
The manufacturer has started of production for its new electric van VN5 
in Coventry and has loaned a VN5 prototype to many major companies 
such as Royal Mail, Kier Group and BT so it can be put through its paces 
in a variety of scenarios.    

53 Tom Pakenham 
Electric Vehicles, OVO Energy  
and Kaluza
Tom has helped OVO move into the electric vehicles market with the 
launch of the EV Everywhere energy bundle and ongoing development 
of smart-charging solutions. Tom is also director of EVs at intelligent 
grid technology company Kaluza, working on unlocking the potential of 
electric vehicles as energy storage devices.  

52 Dan Gursel 
Head of Enterprise Car Club
During this difficult year, Enterprise has been helping the frontline by 
offering free membership to NHS Staff, volunteers, emergency services 
& armed forces personnel. The company is also increasing its focus on 
environmentally-friendly travel options and now over 45 per cent of its 
vehicles are electric or hybrids. 
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45 Robert Robert Grozdanovski  
Senior Vice President,  
Central East & East, Volvo Trucks
2020 was another successful year for Volvo Trucks in its drive to offer 
greener heavy goods vehicles. Notable customer deliveries include DHL 
who are using a purpose-built, fully electric 16-tonne truck, the Volvo 
FL Electric 4x2 rigid, for last mile deliveries in London, and Asda taking 
delivery of 202 FH LNG tractor units. Volvo Trucks also introduced the 
VNR Electric to North America. 

44 David Newton
Managing Director, Retail and  
Electric Vehicle Services, bp pulse
At the end of 2020, Bp Chargemaster and Polar unified under a single 
brand, bp pulse. The company aims to more than double its number 
of charge points from 7,000 in 2020 to 16,000 by 2030. David has 
introduced a number of measures to transform the company, and 
enabled the delivery of 150 new public chargers in under 12 months.

43 hh Justin Meyer 
General Manager, SWARCO
With 7,500 commercial charge points installed, including 600 rapid 
charging stations across the UK, Justin has led SWARCO to become 
Scotland’s market leading charging infrastructure supplier. The company 
has deployed major infrastructure projects for a number of councils, as 
well as project Pace in partnership with SPEN, and has been chosen as 
the technology and service partner for the rapidly expanding and high 
performing network operator Osprey. 

42 hh Chris Chandler 
Principal Consultant, Lex Autolease  
With specialist knowledge of alternative fuels and sustainability 
gained over a number of years, Chris heads up Lex Autolease's thought 
leadership programme and curates its alternatively fuelled fleet. 
Additionally, he advises customers on low and zero emission vehicle 
purchases and their supporting infrastructure. 

41 Quentin Wilson 
Motoring Journalist
The brain's behind the Fair Fuel UK campaign that has 

saved UK motorists £100bn in fuel duty and VAT rises, Quentin is also 
a longstanding campaigner for low emission and electric cars. He has 
called for greater EV incentives and infrastructure, working with both the 
government and the Office of Low Emission Vehicles. 

40 Greg Jackson 
Founder and CEO, Octopus Energy
Starting Octopus Energy to "make energy better", Greg passionately 
believes in bringing fairer practices and better value to customers. 
Green energy retailer Octopus launched its Electric Juice Network in 
May 2020, which offers EV drivers an easy, single-card way to pay for 
their charging across 1,000 points in the UK. 

39 hh Rawdon Glover 
Managing Director, Jaguar Land Rover UK
Rawdon Glover was appointed Managing Director of Jaguar Land 
Rover UK in May 2018, at a time of great change. Previously in the 
global customer service division, Glover's tenure has seen the launch 
of the all-electric I-Pace (which was revised in 2020), as well as the 
introduction of PHEV, and mild-hybrid petrol and diesel technology 
across models in the group's portfolio. 

51 hh Colin Ferguson 
Co-Founder and CEO,  
The Algorithm People 

Colin and his team have been busy developing 'My Transport Planner' - 
a unique pay as-you-go vehicle planning tool, which can cut total fleet 
mileage by up to 20 per cent, translating into fuel cost and emission 
savings. Colin has been in the industry a long time, having started 
Route Monkey in 2006. He is an expert in electric vehicle optimisation, 
helping fleets to identify if they can move to electric, and ensuring they 
get a ROI once EVs are deployed. 

50 NEW Gary McRae 
Head of Electric Mobility,  
Urban Foresight 
Gary's work at Dundee City Council elevated it to have the UK’s 
largest Local Authority fleet of electric vehicles, and he has delivered 
innovative EV charging projects. He has also outlined the challenges 
and solutions of charging in rural areas, and the obstacles facing 
large scale on-street charging deployment and electric HGV 
infrastructure. He is now head of electric mobility at Urban Foresight, 
a consultancy focused on the smart and sustainable transformation.  

 

49 NEW Paul Hollick 
Chairman, Association of Fleet 
Professionals (AFP) 
Former ICFM chairman Paul Hollick is chair of the Association of Fleet 
Professionals (AFP), formed from the merging of the Association of 
Car Fleet Operators (ACFO) and the Institute of Car Fleet Management 
(ICFM) in early 2020. Overseeing the output of seven individual 
committees, Paul also leads the AFP's conference, training and webinar 
programmes. 

 

48 hh Rebecca Kite 
Policy Manager, Confederation  
of Passenger Transport UK 

In her previous role as Environment Policy Manager at Logistics UK 
(FTA), Rebecca persisted in her mission to enable the support for HGV 
operators to decarbonise, and managed the voluntary programme 
for the haulage sector to reduce emissions, the Logistics Emissions 
Reduction Scheme. Rebecca left that post in December 2020 and is 
now Policy Manager at the Confederation of Passenger Transport UK, 
a trade association known as the voice of the bus and coach industry. 

47 hh Patricia Wolfe 
Managing Director, Athlon UK
Daimler Fleet Management is now known as Athlon UK, but Managing 
Director Patricia Wolfe continues to lead the organisation. Despite the 
name change, it's certainly business as usual, as the firm continues 
with its goal to provide the most sustainable and tailor-made mobility 
solutions for all its multi-marque customer vehicle parc. 

 

46 Marc Ling 
Development Manager, Milk & More
Looking after Milk & More’s zero emission vehicles, Marc continues 
to champion the firm's switch to an EV-only fleet. Over 400 electric 
vehicles have now been integrated into the existing commercial fleet, 
and Marc also manages the fleet services functions across 50 UK sites.
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www.bmm-ltd.com

BMM, helping EV ownership make  
environmental and business sense

“The team you can trust”

With £1.8 billion of infrastructure and access grants the UK Government is accelerating the role out 
of its zero emissions vehicle revolution, which will see the end of new petrol and diesel cars and 
van sales by 2030. This ambitious plan will see the UK become the fastest G7 country to achieve the 
transition to zero emission transport.

BMM Energy Solutions are one of the UK’s leading providers of Electric Vehicle recharging solutions. With over seven years EV industry 
experience, BMM Energy Solutions have installed over 7000 chargepoints for clients including the NHS, Police, Fire & Rescue and various 
local authority public networks. We have installation partnerships with Drax Power, EDF, Centrica, Engie, Scottish Power and Gronn 
Kontakt, playing a key role in the delivery of their EV ambitions.

BMM Energy Solutions deliver fully managed EV infrastructure services ranging from survey and solution design, financial appraisal, 
installation and maintenance nationally throughout the UK.

As a technology agnostic company our customers benefit from ‘free choice’ and access 
to whatever Electric Vehicle charging equipment they prefer, meaning no matter what 
the scope of the project, we can provide a charger and software solution that meets your 
needs today with built in future proofing as you continue on your journey to zero emission 
fleet technology.

As a company, it is our job to ensure that we install the correct equipment to allow our 
customers fleets to transition sustainably and with minimal disruption to their core 
business.  So, get in touch to see how BMM can assist you to get your fleet EV ready.

Join the electric vehicle 
charging rEVolution
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 38 Jon Lawes 
Managing Director at Hitachi Capital 
Vehicle Solutions 
Jon Lawes has headed up Hitachi Capital Vehicle Solutions since 2015, 
and the challenges of 2020 has seen the company up its customer service 
offerings. Hitachi Capital Vehicle Solutions has signed a three-year deal 
to collaborate on new net-zero solutions for fleet owners, while Hitachi 
Capital UK PLC has tied up with electric forecourt operator Gridserve to 
offer simplified EV finance solutions. 
 

37 NEW Dean Hedger 
EV New Business Development 
Manager, The AA

Spending more than 25 years in the motor industry and a regular on 
panel discussions, Dean's electric vehicle experience lends him the 
knowledge to advise on EV infrastructure, maintenance and procurement. 
Working with the AA’s senior management team, Dean is delivering new 
product and services innovation. 

36 hh Terry Pycroft 
Head of Fleet Services,  
Leeds City Council

The 2018 GREENFLEET Public Sector Fleet Manager of the Year, Terry 
looks after Leeds City Council's 1,300-strong fleet, which includes 95 
electric vehicles. He also supports alternative fuel strategies for the 
authority, and advises on turn key vehicle specifications and supply. 
Terry's work with CNG trucks has seen him become a firm advocate for 
the technology.

35 NEW Wolfgang Theissen 
Managing Director, Mercedes-Benz 
Trucks & FUSO UK
Wolfgang Theissen was named Mike Belk's successor after he stepped 
down as MD of Mercedes-Benz Trucks & FUSO UK after 30 years' 
service in late 2020. Previously the Head of Overseas Sales, Wolfgang 
joined Mercedes-Benz Trucks in 1991. Among 2020's achievements was 
the integration of the FUSO eCanter in Calor's UK fleet to deliver gas 
in central London, and FUSO's securing of the GREENFLEET 2020 LGV 
Manufacturer of the Year award.

34 hh Alex Smith
Managing Director, Volkswagen Group 
United Kingdom 
The autumn of 2020 saw the first deliveries of Volkswagen's all-electric 
ID.3 enter the UK, marking the first product of the company's new 
electric era. The perennially popular Golf was also refreshed for a new 
generation, and Volkswagen increased its UK market share by 0.4 per 
cent over 2019. There is more to come, with the ID.4 SUV set to debut 
later in 2021.

 

33 Ashley Andrew 
Managing Director, Hyundai Motor UK
Ashley continues to lead Hyundai during its new age of electric-
mobility. Gearing up for the UK's 2030 ban on ICE vehicle sales, 
Hyundai Motor Group's 'green' portfolio of hybrid, PHEV, EV and fuel 
cell vehicles will increase to 44 models by 2025. Hyundai has also 
revealed its new E-GMP modular platform which features 400V and 
800V charging technology. It will underpin EV models from 2021.

Supported by

Sponsored by

E

SPONSOR’S COMMENT

BMM Energy Solutions – 
supporting the UK public sector 
and businesses transition to low 
carbon fleets

As we navigate through these unprecedented times, it is clear 
that only through adopting a collective approach will we emerge 
successfully and achieve the targets set by our elected leaders. 
Never has there been such focus on reducing carbon emissions  
and what we must do to ensure a sustainable future. 
 For businesses new to electric vehicles, trying to make 
sense of the sheer number of options, costs, and benefits 
of transitioning to a ULEV fleet and installing an EV 
charging infrastructure can be a daunting task.
What hardware should I use? Do I have enough electrical capacity 
on site to power the chargers I want? And do I need a back office 
software solution and what does it do? These questions, and 
many more, will no doubt be familiar to many GF 100 attendees.
 That is why the GF100 Most Influential people in the EV 
industry is here! We are here to support, guide and teach 
using our collective knowledge to deliver and enable the 
“drive” to electrification of public and commercial transport.
 Throughout 2020, Greenfleet has done an amazing job in 
keeping the EV revolution moving forward, embracing new 
means of communication which have successfully stimulated 
and promoted the green travel message despite the challenges 
the UK, and world, have faced due to the COVID pandemic.
 Congratulations to you all for the positive impact 
and progress you have made in this fantastic industry 
and for making the GF100 list this year.
 As we move forward in 2021 and beyond BMM Energy 
Solutions are here to help and support businesses through this 
challenging process and believe we have a solution that will 
fit your needs in a transition to a greener sustainable fleet. 

FURTHER INFORMATION

www.bmm-ltd.com

Terry Mohammed,  
CEO, BMM Energy Solutions

35



For fleets to make the switch to electric 
vehicles, there are four overarching 
concerns: firstly range, then vehicle 
choice, followed by upfront cost 
and charging infrastructure.  
 While significant progress has been 
made, charging infrastructure is still 
the challenge and needs to be viewed 
from a few aspects. Firstly, where 
to position and the costs associated 
with depot or workplace charging, 
and secondly, the level of reliance of 
public infrastructure.  Interestingly, the 
government has aggressively set out its 
stall with an announced £1.3b investment 
in infrastructure and a ban on the sale 
of petrol and diesel cars and vans by 
2030 and hybrid vehicles from 2035.  
 UK fleets will be the catalyst for the 
transition to EV and estimated to represent 
half of all EV sales by 2030 – this will 
obviously now need to accelerate. This 

accelerated timeline leaves fleet managers 
with only two renewal cycles before the 
2030 deadline and with a recent PWC 
report indicating that majority of UK 
fleets have transitioned less than five per 
cent of their fleets, there is still a lot to 
do. The pressure on fleet managers to 
develop the right strategy and make the 
right transitional choices is intense. At 
Geotab, we are well placed to support. 
With over 13 years experience helping 
fleets transition to EVs, with open software 
and a team of experts in this area, fleet 
managers can have confidence that working 
with Geotab would be the right one.
 The end-to-end transition to electric will 
only be delivered by true public and private 
partnership and we should not lose sight 
of the challenge yet to be fully addressed 
depending on specific fleet circumstances.  
 There are a few important questions 
to consider before making the switch. 

Ask yourself if your entire fleet needs 
to be fully electric? Or can plug-in 
hybrids be part of the solution?
 Ask yourself what the maximum distance 
the vehicle drives in a day, as well as 
what the total cost of ownership is?
Finally, ask yourself where the 
vehicles dwell, and for how long?
 Tools such as Geotab’s Electric Vehicle 
Suitability Assessment (EVSA) is an 
easy-to-use, free tool that helps fleets 
create a blueprint for electrification, 
which helps to make the transition to 
electric as seamless as possible. 

Written by David Savage, Associate Vice 
President, UK & Ireland, Geotab

FURTHER INFORMATION

www.geotab.com/uk 
infouki@geotab.com

Partnerships to play a key role in the EV transition
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 32 hh Sara Sloman 
Zero Emission Mobility Lead,  
Energy Team, Foot Anstey LLP
A 2018 GREENFLEET EV Champion, Sara appeared on the GF100 Most 
Influential list in 2019 and 2020. With a passion for zero emission 
mobility, Sara was involved in delivering project management for the 
Local Sustainable Transport Fund, and works to ensure quality policy, 
regulation, and market compatibility for zero emission mobility providers.  

31 hh Dr Ben Lane and  
Melanie Shufflebotham 
Directors, Next Green Car and Zap-Map
Ben and Melanie co-founded Zap-Map, which is seen as the authority on 
the UK's public charging network. The 100,000 registered users of the 
Zap-Map app can enjoy accurate route planning and EV charge point 
features, including Zap-Home, a network of private charging locations. 
Innovations for 2020 included the introduction of Zap-Pay, which enables 
EV drivers to use a single app to pay for charging across different 
networks. NextGreenCar meanwhile continues to share the latest 
information on zero and ultra-low emission vehicles.

 
30 NEW Shaun Barritt 
Group MD, Grosvenor Contracts Leasing
Overseeing the Grosvenor group of companies for an incredible 37 
years, Shaun was instrumental in the introduction of its 0Zone solution 
which helps organisations shift towards ultra low and electric vehicles. 
The service includes fleet consultancy, green and grey fleet, and ultra 
low emission vehicle reviews. Managing over 15,000 vehicles per year, 
Grosvenor also develops its own in-house fleet management software 
and is the 2020 GREENFLEET Leasing Company of the Year.

29 hh Graeme Grieve 
Managing Director, BMW 
Group UK and Ireland

Graeme has been Managing Director of BMW Group UK and Ireland 
since 2014. Since then, the range of electrified models has grown 
significantly. Recent new models include the first electric MINI, the BMW 
iX3 SUV and the 5 and 7 Series plug-ins. The group's electrified models 
are expected to number 25 by 2023, and 2021 will see two major 
players arrive, the all-electric i4 executive car and the iX SUV. BMW is 
GREENFLEET’s 2020 PHEV Manufacturer of the Year.

28 hh Justin Laney 
General Manager – Fleet,  
John Lewis Partnership 
In charge of nearly 5,000 vehicles, Justin has been central and 
future focused on what can be done to decarbonise the John Lewis 
Partnership’s heavy goods vehicle fleet. He set a strategic goal of 
transforming its trucks to run on biomethane, and in 2020, the 
Partnership committed to its first dedicated on-site gas filling station at 
its Bracknell headquarters, built with Air Liquide. The group also has an 
ambition to stop using fossil fuels across its transport fleet by 2030. 

27 Peter McDonald
Fleet Director, Nissan GB
Charged with putting more electrified Nissan models onto 

UK fleets, Peter has extensive experience of the UK automotive industry. 
Prior to his role at Nissan GB, he was with the Volkswagen Group for 
nearly 20 years and led the SEAT UK fleet team for six. In 2020, Nissan 

revised the popular LEAF and unveiled the new electric Ariya SUV. The 
firm's  unfaltering dedication to EVs also saw it secure the GREENFLEET 
Award for Outstanding Achievement. 

26 NEW Jiggs Bharij 
Head of Fleet Services,  
Metropolitan Police

The recipient of the 2020 GREENFLEET Public Sector Fleet Manager of 
the Year, Jiggs manages the Met's 600-strong fleet of alternative fuel 
vehicles that have collectively travelled 16 million miles, saving around 
2,300 tonnes of CO2. The vehicles form part of the Fleet Services 
team’s “Enabling the Drive to Zero Emissions” plan, which aims for 
all general purpose cars to become zero emission capable by 2025; 
all new cars and vans to be zero emission capable from 2025; and all 
heavy vehicles to be fossil fuel free from 2030. 

25 hh Dan Martin 
CEO, Elmtronics Group Ltd
Winners of GREENFLEET’s Charging & Refuelling Infrastructure Provider 
of the Year for two years running, Elmtronics specialises in public 
charging stations, as well as electric car charging points for homes 
and businesses. The company has provided EV charging solutions to 
some of the UK's largest councils and NHS Trusts, and its Hubsta EV 
smart charging network has joined forces with Electric Juice, Octopus 
Energy’s roaming service for EV charging. 

24 hh Graham Thomas 
Fleet Operations Manager, 
Ocado Group 

The UK's first retailer to self-fund its on-site natural gas refuelling 
station, Ocado Group further committed to its greener future in 2020, 
ordering an additional 30 gas-powered trucks. Doubling the amount 
of gas-powered HGVs on its fleet, Graham drives Ocado's natural 
gas truck activity. A fellow of the Institute of Couriers and a 2020 
GREENFLEET Alternative Fuel Vehicle Champion, Graham sits on the 
LoCity Van and HGV working groups with Transport for London.

23 NEW Mark Dickens 
Fleet Sales & Remarketing Director, 
Renault UK 
A stalwart of Groupe Renault for 24 years, Mark leads the fleet, 
remarketing and residual value teams at Renault UK and is responsible 
for growing the Groupe Renault fleet car and LCV business across the 
Renault, Dacia and Alpine brands. 2020 was a busy year for Renault, 
with new versions of the Zoe, electrified E-Tech versions of the Clio, 
Captur, and Megane, along with the introduction of the all-electric 
ZOE Van, a 3.5t Master Z.E, and 66kWh battery versions of the Renault 
Trucks D and D Wide Z.E. 

22 NEW Gary King 
Operations Support Manager, 
Sainsbury's Group 
The 2020 GREENFLEET Private Sector Fleet Manager of the Year, Gary is 
responsible for a 3,800-strong commercial vehicle fleet. Sainsbury’s has 
invested in alternative fuel since 2009, and has operated 109 dual fuel gas/
diesel trucks for over eight years. Its target of reducing fuel/energy use by 
34 per cent by 2020 has been achieved, and it is working towards a 
target of net zero carbon by 2040.
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again increased its UK market share to 2.85 per cent, and the best-
selling XC40 gained plug-in hybrid and all-electric models. Named the 
2020 GreenFleet Fleet Car Manufacturer of the Year, more electrified 
product is set to arrive in 2021.
 

15 Jon Hunt 
Alternative Fuels Manager, Toyota GB
A 2020 GREENFLEET AFV Champion, Jon's expertise of alternative 
fuels is high. He manages Toyota's Hydrogen Fuel Cell Programme in 
the UK and is responsible for the commercialisation, communication, 
relationship management and sales of the Mirai FCEV. Jon has a 
holistic view on ‘green’ vehicles, and has encouraged firms such as 
Bramble Energy and Zeroavia to take delivery of Toyota's fuel cell 
saloon during 2020.
 

 14 hh Graeme Cooper 
Project Director – Transport 
Decarbonisation, National Grid

Graeme is the focal point for the National Grid's work on electric 
vehicles as well as the decarbonisation of transport. The National 
Grid’s work is pivotal in helping the government, energy and 
automotive industries transition towards zero emission vehicles.  
Its own EV fleet now stands at 244, with 50 per cent of the 600 
vehicles due for change in the last 12 months being full EV, and 
PHEVs making up another 48 per cent. Two hydrogen cars are also 
due imminently.

13 hh Tammy Carter 
Head of Fleet, Crown 
Commercial Service

In her role at the Crown Commercial Service (CCS), not only does 
Tammy guide the CCS fleet team in the creation, execution and 
evolution of fleet strategies, but she also drives commercial value 
across public sector fleets, alongside helping them transition to zero 
or ultra-low emission vehicles. Tammy is a member of the Institute 
for Car Fleet Management and also leads the CCS membership of the 
Association of Car Fleet Operators.  

12 NEW Mike Thornton 
Chief Executive, Energy Saving Trust
Appointed CEO of the Energy Saving Trust after 17 years at 
the organisation, Mike Thornton leads the business' work 
to address the climate emergency and deliver a zero carbon 
society through the reduction of carbon emissions. With over 
30 years of experience in the environmental, energy efficiency, 
transport and recycling sectors, Mike is a member of the Climate 
Emergency Response Group (CERG), which works with Scottish 
Government, as well as chair of the Scottish Power Foundation.

hh 11 Jason Torrance 
Policy Director – Clean Air 
Cities, UK100

UK100 is a network of local government leaders committed to clean 
air and energy, and Jason moved from his previous role as Clean 
Air Cities Director to Policy Director in early 2020. He understands 
the opportunities and challenges in tackling air pollution at a local 
level, and leads targeted programmes aimed at mayors and other 
city leaders on clean air, climate change and sustainable finance.

 21 hh Simon King 
Director of Sustainability,  
Social Value and Fleet, Mitie UK
Sustainability plays a crucial role at Mitie UK, and the company met its 
2020 goal of switching 20 per cent (790 vehicles) of its small van and 
car fleet to electric models three months ahead of schedule. 2020 saw 
Mitie launch its Plan Zero commitment to achieving net zero carbon 
by 2025, and Simon has been at the forefront of the plans, signing the 
Clean Van Commitment, joining EV100, and achieving Go Ultra Low 
status. Mitie also scooped the 2020 GREENFLEET Private Sector Fleet of 
the Year (M-L) award.

20 hh Mark Barrett 
General Manager,  
Maxus (Harris Automotive)

The Maxus name officially replaced the LDV UK & Ireland brand in 2020, 
and kickstarted another good year for Mark and his team. The current 
holder of the GREENFLEET LCV Manufacturer of the Year title, the launch 
of the all-new Deliver 9 and the electric E Deliver 3 also boosted the 
company's fortunes. The larger E Deliver 9 arrives in 2021 with an official 
range of 219 miles. 

19 hh Alfonso Martinez 
Managing Director,  
LeasePlan UK Ltd
Recognising that 2020 has delivered successes against a challenging 
backdrop, Leaseplan's Car Cost Index revealed that for the first time, 
selected mid-sized EVs are cheaper to run in the UK than their ICE 
counterparts. Under Alfonso's guidance, LeasePlan also relaunched its 
SalaryPlan EV Salary Sacrifice scheme and continued a push towards 
achieving its target of net zero emissions by 2030.

18 hh Paul Philpott 
President and CEO,  
Kia Motors UK Ltd  
2020 was an important year for the South Korean car brand Kia, as 
it launched hybrid and plug-in versions of its all-new Sorento SUV, 
expanded its e-Niro model range, and announced plans to offer 11 
EVs globally by 2025, some of them underpinned by parent company 
Hyundai's new modular E-GMP platform. Paul steered the company 
through these milestones, and the electric commitment was rewarded 
with the 2020 GREENFLEET EV Manufacturer of the Year award.

17 hh Sam Clarke
Chief Vehicle Electrification Officer, 
GRIDSERVE 
The pioneer behind green logistics specialist Gnewt, Sam is now the 
Chief Vehicle Electrification Officer at energy company GRIDSERVE, 
which has opened the UK's first all-electric forecourt. Sam will help 
accelerate the company's zero emission future in energy generation, 
as well as the build of a nationwide network of 100 EV forecourts. 
GRIDSERVE's electric forecourt won GREENFLEET's 2020 award for 
Industry Innovation. 

16 Kristian Elvefors 
Managing Director,  
Volvo Car UK

Volvo's electrification strategy continued apace in 2020, with plug-in 
hybrids accounting for 15 per cent of the brand’s total UK sales. Volvo 
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10 hh James 
Thornton 
CEO, ClientEarth 
James Thornton founded 
ClientEarth, Europe’s leading 
environmental law organisation, 
in 2007. Named by The New 
Statesman as one of 10 people 
who could change the world, James 
continues to lead ClientEarth as the 

organisation and its ever-growing network of environmental lawyers 
maintains its campaign to hold central and local government to 
account on air pollution. It has been victorious in three cases against 
the UK government over the country’s illegal and harmful levels of 
air pollution, resulting in a surge of activity from local authorities to 
investigate measures to tackle illegal levels of pollution.

9 hh Mike Hawes 
CEO, Society 
of Motor 
Manufacturers and 
Traders (SMMT)
One of the leading influential voices 
of the UK motor industry, Mike's 
leadership of SMMT continued 
amid a challenging 2020. As well 

as renewed calls for close collaboration between the motor industry 
and government to enable the UK car market to continue to be a 
valuable economic asset and deliver its environmental goals, Mike 
also acknowledged the 'immense challenge' of the 2030 ICE sales 
ban and welcomed the commitment to the UK-EU trade deal. The 
SMMT stated that 2020 was the best-ever year for electric cars, with 
battery and plug-in hybrid vehicles market share up to 10.7 per cent.

8 hh Elon Musk 
CEO, Tesla 
Tesla’s popularity in the UK has 
soared over the past seven years 
since the Model S arrived, and the 
smaller Model 3 became the best 
selling all-electric car in the UK in 
2019. The US company built on that 
success in 2020, scoring record 
deliveries of 499,550 units, close to 

its 500,000-car target. Despite challenging conditions, and the closure 
of its Fremont assembly plant, annual sales rose by 36 per cent, and 
production of the Model Y SUV began in China. In July 2020, Tesla 
reported its fourth quarterly profit in a row, earning £82m in the three 
months to 30 June. 

7 hh Gerry Keaney
Chief Executive, BVRLA
Throughout the challenges that 2020 ushered in, Gerry led the BVRLA and 
adapted its processes to ensure it could continue to support its members 
and their customers. The BVRLA secured removal of the VED surcharge for 
BEVs over £40,000, and also obtained  longer-term clarity on company car 
taxation. Gerry believes that the ability to deliver the UK’s road transport 
decarbonisation goals rests with the fleet sector and that BVRLA are leading 
the transition to cleaner vehicles. Its 1,000-plus members buy around 80 per 
cent of all BEVs, and Gerry has made it clear to regulators that the industry 
can be a key partner to delivering the UK’s zero emission goals. 

6 hh Michael Hurwitz
Director of Transport Innovation, 
Transport for London
Responsible for making sure transport in London is ready for 
the future, Michael and his team actively seek and assess new 
developments in mobility and its related industries. Those ideas 
include e-scooters, EVs, and last-mile deliveries, as well as 
connected and autonomous vehicles. The creator of the UK’s 
national programmes on electromobility and autonomy, Michael was 
previously the Director, Energy, Technology & International at the UK's 
Department for Transport, with earlier roles including a position at 
the Office for Low Emission Vehicles. 

5 hh Poppy Welch 
Head of Go Ultra Low
Poppy continues to lead the 
government and industry-founded 
‘Go Ultra Low’ campaign to 
encourage acceptance and uptake 
of electric vehicles. Supporting 
the UK's 2030 ICE vehicle sales 
ban, Go Ultra Low welcomes the 
longer 2035 deadline for PHEVs, 
as they provide a critical 'stepping 
stone' for transition to all-electric 

motoring. Targeting young people as future leaders and decision 
makers, Go Ultra Low also announced the winner of its Hero to 
Zero Emission Miles Challenge for primary school pupils. Over 600 
schools took part, with children amassing 5,717 “zero emission 
miles" over a week, equivalent to saving over 1.5 tonnes of CO2 
emissions. A Go Ultra Low survey also found that one in three UK 
fleet managers expect 50 per cent of their company car fleet to be 
electric by 2025. Half of UK fleet managers also predicted an uptake 
in electric company cars thanks to Benefit in Kind tax changes.

4 hh Andy Eastlake 
Managing Director, LowCVP
The Managing Director of LowCVP since April 2012 and a 2020 
GREENFLEET AFV Champion, Andy and his team endured another 
busy 12 months in 2020. The publication of The Renewable Fuels 
Guide was followed by the appointments of Technical and Programme 
Director James McGeachie and Chair Philip Sellwood CBE. A report 
detailing the LowCVP's work and outcomes of the 2019-2020 Electric 
Vehicle Energy Taskforce was next, with events such as the Annual 
Conference transitioning online. A pair of webinars to disseminate the 
key outcomes from the Low Emissions Freight and Logistics Trials (LEFT) 
discussed a range of fuel-saving, alternative fuel and fleet electrification 
projects. LowCVP will focus on maximising PHEV ‘electric miles’ in 
2021, and it will continue to help navigate policy and initiatives in 
the next phase of the transition to a net zero transport system.

3 hh Lindsay 
Yeoman
Strategic Delivery 
Lead – ZEV Fleets 
and Infrastructure, 
Transport Scotland 
With extensive ultra low emission 
vehicle (ULEV) knowledge, Lindsey 
has made his mark at Transport 

Scotland. He led both the Low Carbon Vehicles and Consumers team 
and the Switched On Fleets programmes, which has supported the 
arrival of over 700 ULEVs into local authority and public sector fleets. 
In his current position as Strategic Delivery Lead – ZEV Fleets and 
Infrastructure, Lindsey is responsible for leading the delivery of a range 
of high value fleet and infrastructure incentives and projects that support 
the ambition of the Scottish Government to phase out the 
need for new petrol and diesel cars and vans by 2032. E
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 2 Robert Evans
CEO, Cenex
Leading the Centre of Excellence for Low Carbon and Fuel Cell 
technologies (Cenex) for the past 15 years, Robert is a well-known 
figure in the industry, with a broad knowledge of electric vehicle 
infrastructure expertise. Cenex is a not-for-profit organisation, 
which undertakes research and consultancy projects for both public 
and private sector clients that aid the transition to a low carbon 
economy. A partner of collaborative projects in areas that include 
business models for EV deployment, Vehicle-to-Grid, large-scale 
hydrogen vehicle and infrastructure deployment, and low carbon 
truck technology dissemination, Cenex moved its well-regarded 
Cenex-LCV and Cenex-CAM events to an online platform in 2020. 
Also Chair of the UK Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment Association, 
Robert is a Director of Cenex NL, a Non Executive Director of EV8 
Technologies, and the Scottish Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Association. 
He was also formally a Director of the Advanced Propulsion Centre.

CONGRATULATIONS

1

Natasha Robinson
Joint Head, Office for Zero 
Emission Vehicles (OZEV)
An electric vehicle owner, Natasha Robinson leads the 
Office for Zero Emission Vehicles (OZEV), which was 
formerly known as the Office for Low Emission Vehicles 
(OLEV). Rebranded following the government's 2020 
commitment to the 2030 ICE vehicle sales ban, OZEV 
remains to be a joint unit between the Department for 
Transport and the Department for Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy. Supporting the take-up of plug-in 
vehicles, as well as enabling funding for charge points 
across the UK, OZEV is responsible for the grants for electric 
vehicles and infrastructure, and is therefore in a significant 
position of power when it comes to shaping the low-carbon 
industry. OZEV also funds and manages a programme of 
industry-led research and development to support emerging 
technologies to capture the environmental and economic 
benefits of the transition to a zero emission economy for 
the UK. Natasha has spent many years in Department for 
Transport, and during 2020, has been a keynote speaker 
at numerous GREENFLEET events. Natasha jointly heads 
up OZEV with Katie Black and Gary Cook who were 
appointed in November 2020, and we look forward to 
hearing more about their work in the coming year.

Sponsored by
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Natasha Robinson Joint Head of Office for Zero Emission Vehicles (OZEV)

Robert Evans CEO, Cenex

Lindsay Yeoman Strategic Delivery Lead – ZEV Fleets and Infrastructure, 

Transport Scotland

Andy Eastlake Managing Director, LowCVP

Poppy Welch Head of Go Ultra Low

Michael Hurwitz Director of Transport Innovation, Transport for London

Gerry Keaney Chief Executive, BVRLA

Elon Musk CEO, Tesla

Mike Hawes CEO, Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT)

James Thornton CEO, ClientEarth 

Jason Torrance Policy Director – Clean Air Cities, UK100

Mike Thornton Chief Executive, Energy Saving Trust

Tammy Carter Head of Fleet, Crown Commercial Service

Graeme Cooper Project Director – Transport Decarbonisation, National Grid

Jon Hunt Alternative Fuels Manager, Toyota GB

Kristian Elvefors Managing Director, Volvo Car UK

Sam Clarke Chief Vehicle Electrification Officer, GRIDSERVE

Paul Philpott President and CEO, Kia Motors UK Ltd

Alfonso Martinez Managing Director, LeasePlan UK Ltd

Mark Barrett General Manager, Maxus (Harris Automotive Distributors)

Simon King Director of Sustainability, Social Value and Fleet, Mitie UK

Gary King Operations Support Manager, Sainsbury's Group

Mark Dickens Fleet Sales & Remarketing Director, Renault UK 

Graham Thomas Fleet Operations Manager, Ocado Group  

Dan Martin CEO, Elmtronics Group Ltd

Jiggs Bharij Head of Fleet Services, Metropolitan Police

Peter McDonald Fleet Director, Nissan GB

Justin Laney General Manager – Fleet, John Lewis Partnership

Graeme Grieve Managing Director, BMW Group UK and Ireland 

Shaun Barritt Group Managing Director, Grosvenor Contracts Leasing Ltd

Dr Ben Lane and Melanie Shufflebotham Co-Founders and Co-MDs,  

Zap-Map and Next Green Car 

Sara Sloman Zero Emission Mobility Lead, Energy Team, Foot Anstey LLP

Ashley Andrew Managing Director, Hyundai Motor UK

Alex Smith Managing Director, Volkswagen Group United Kingdom

Wolfgang Theissen Managing Director, Mercedes-Benz Trucks & FUSO UK

Terry Pycroft Head of Fleet Services, Leeds City Council

Dean Hedger EV New Business Development Manager, The AA

Jon Lawes Managing Director, Hitachi Capital Vehicle Solutions

Rawdon Glover Managing Director, Jaguar Land Rover UK

Greg Jackson Founder and CEO, Octopus Energy

Quentin Willson Motoring Journalist

Chris Chandler Principal Consultant, Lex Autolease

Justin Meyer General Manager, SWARCO

David Newton Managing Director, Retail and Electric Vehicle Services, bp pulse

Robert Grozdanovski Senior Vice President, Central East & East, Volvo Trucks

Marc Ling Development Manager, Milk & More

Patricia Wolfe Managing Director, Athlon UK 

Rebecca Kite Policy Manager, Confederation of Passenger Transport UK

Paul Hollick Chairman, Association of Fleet Professionals (AFP)

Gary McRae Head of Electric Mobility, Urban Foresight

Colin Ferguson Co-Founder and CEO, The Algorithm People

Dan Gursel Head of Enterprise Car Club

Tom Pakenham Director, Electric Vehicles, OVO Energy and Kaluza

Leighton King Commercial Director, LEVC 

Paul Gatti Director Fleet, Royal Mail

Sascha Kaehne Business Director, Iveco UK & Ireland Business

Mervyn McIntyre National Fleet Manager, Hermes Parcelnet

Owain Pearce Transport Manager, Oxford Direct Services

Nigel Morris EV & V2X Integration Manager, Active Building Centre

Richard Turnbull Head of Wireless Charging & Innovation Projects, 

Connected Kerb 

Charlie Jardine Founder & CEO, EO Charging

Jim Graham Finance Director, Arnold Clark Automobiles

Gavin Jones Head of Fleet Corporate Service & Supply,  

Volkswagen Financial Services

Alexis Percival Environmental and Sustainability Manager,  

Yorkshire Ambulance Service

Dr Colin Herron Managing Director, Zero Carbon Futures

Gary Smith Managing Director, Europcar Mobility Group

Helen Lees Head of Fleet Operations, UK - Peugeot, Citroën &  

DS, Stellantis

Chris Beattie Company Director, WEGO Couriers

Loyd & Alun Davies Directors, ElectrAssure Ltd

Kieron Alsop Managing Director, ROLEC EV

Nicole Fletcher Head of Sustainable Development, London Fire Brigade

Andrea McKenzie Fleet Coordinator, Changeworks

Chris Rutherford Head of Fleet Strategy & Transformation,  

London Ambulance Service

Matthew Morgan Chief Operating Officer, The Phoenix Works

Mike Potter CEO, DriveElectric & CrowdCharge

Gary Savage UK Managing Director, Mercedes-Benz & smart 

David George Director, MINI UK

Daniel Bentham Managing Director, ubitricity

Edward Kulperger Senior Vice President, Geotab

Tanya Neech UK Sustainability Officer, Scania GB

Guy Haydon Head of Sales, Electromobility, Siemens

Fraser Crichton Corporate Fleet Operations Manager, Dundee City Council

Toby Butler General Manager for E-Mobility Europe, Shell Recharge

Tim Laver Managing Director, ALD Automotive UK

Neil Wilson Fleet Director, Ford of Britain

Stephen Imm Head of Transport Services, Gloucestershire Constabulary

Darren Gardner Head of eMobility, E.ON UK

Dr Graham Cooley Chief Executive Officer, ITM power

Philip Fjeld Co-Founder and CEO, CNG Fuels

Amanda Lyne Managing Director and Co-Founder, ULEMCo

William Whyte Fleet Manager, Aberdeen City Council

Paul Kirby Head of LCV and EV Strategy, Vanarama

Stephen Arnold Head of Clean Air Zone, Birmingham City Council

Andy Mouat Principal Officer Carbon Management, Glasgow City Council

Sathish Sethuraman Travel Plan Co-Ordinator, Northumbria Healthcare NHS Trust

Dr Chris Jardine Technical Director, joju Charging

Jonny Goldstone Managing Director, Green Tomato Cars

Paul Nicholls Managing Director, Nicholls Transport

Jonny Berry Head of The EV Café, and UK eMobility Lead - Elexent & 

Groupe Renault

John Curtis Director of Sustainability, That Friday Feeling
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reduce planning time • reduce total mileage • cut costs • increase productivity  • reduce emissions

Sign up now at: 
www.thealgorithmpeople.co.uk

A FRESH APPROACH TO 
FLEET DECARBONISATION

Cut costs and carbon emissions now with the UK’s 
first pay-as-you-go route optimisation platform
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DRIVING THE SWITCH TO CLEANER COMMERCIAL FLEETS

NEWS

CARGO BIKES

FREIGHT & LOGISTICS

DECARBONISING 
UK TRUCKS
With a wide range of low and zero emission 
technologies and fuels available for HGVs, how will 
commercial fleet operators know what to back? 

reduce planning time • reduce total mileage • cut costs • increase productivity  • reduce emissions

Sign up now at: 
www.thealgorithmpeople.co.uk

A FRESH APPROACH TO 
FLEET DECARBONISATION

Cut costs and carbon emissions now with the UK’s 
first pay-as-you-go route optimisation platform



*�Pure�EV�(electric-only)�range�60.9�miles�in�accordance�with�EAER�Worldwide�Harmonised�Light�Vehicle�Test�Procedure�(WLTP)�figures�(October�2020).�
These�figures�may�not�reflect�real� life�driving�results,�which�will�depend�upon�a�number�of�factors�including�accessories�fitted�(post-registration),�
variations�in�weather,�driving�styles�and�vehicle�loads.

The streetwise VN5 delivers a whole new perspective on what makes a van. Its 304 miles total flexible range,  
over 60 miles* pure electric range, superb loading flexibility and proven durability put VN5 in a class of its own.  

And with an impressive overall cost of ownership, it all adds up to a van you can’t afford to ignore.

Time to switch? Request a test drive at driveVN5.com

N OW  IT ’ S  YO U R  TU RN .

WE ’ VE  TESTED  OUR

VN 5  ELECTRIC  VAN
TO  TH E  LI M IT.



Nissan has said it is the UK’s 
biggest supplier of battery 
electric light commercial vehicles 
into the ‘True Fleet’ market, 
and the second most popular 
EV brand overall, according to 
figures released this month.
 Nissan sold a combined total 
of 10,674 electric vehicles in the 
UK during the last 12 months. The 
e-NV200, which is available as 
both a van and a five or seven-
seat people-carrier, secured a 66 
per cent market share, making 
Nissan the biggest supplier of 
e-LCV over the last 12 months. 
Nissan sold 2,448 e-NV200 in 
2020, which it says is more than 
twice the sales of its nearest rival.
 Nissan redefined its fleet 
strategy at the start of 2020 
to focus on helping companies 
understand the benefits to their 
organisation of moving away from 

petrol and diesel and into zero 
emission vehicles. The strategic 
vision was also aligned to changes 
in company car taxation rules, 
which have given drivers and 
fleet operators added incentive 
to upgrade to an electric future.
 Capable of driving up to 168 
miles (WLTP Combined) on a 
single charge, the LEAF 40kWh 
is now joined in Nissan’s electric 
vehicle range by a longer 
range 62kWH LEAF e+ version, 
which has a WLTP Combined 
range of up to 239 miles.
The Nissan e-NV200 has a 
range of up to 124 miles WLTP 
Combined / 187 miles WLTP City 
and is available as either a van or 
a five or seven-seat people carrier.

Nissan biggest supplier of electric 
commercial vehicles to UK fleets

ELECTRIC VANS

READ MORE

tinyurl.com/y6673jvs

Logistics UK’s Denise Beedell
Logistics UK examines changes 
to ending sales of new petrol 
and diesel cars and vans
The date for the curtailment of sales of new petrol and diesel 
cars and vans has been brought forward to 2030 as a result of 
the recent government “10 Point Plan for a Green Industrial 
Revolution.” Also as part of the plan, the sales of new hybrid 
vehicles – those able to drive a significant distance with no 
carbon from the tailpipe – are set to end from 2035. In this 
article, Denise Beedell, Policy Manager for Vans and Urban at 
Logistics UK, examines these changes and outlines Logistics 
UK’s asks of government, manufacturers and local councils. 
 To start with, it is important to note that these updated rules will not 
affect the sale of second-hand vehicles and that there is currently no 
proposed date for an outright ban on petrol and diesel vehicles. However, 
while industry fully supports the need for environmental action, these 
new dates will be challenging for vehicle operators who have already 
faced significant costs to their businesses as a result of the disruption 
caused by the pandemic and subsequent economic downturn.
 Electrification is widely accepted as the most appropriate solution to 
enable vans to progress from the use of fossil fuels. Logistics UK’s 2019 
EV Report identified significant barriers that are affecting a greater uptake 
of electric vehicles (EVs) such as recharging infrastructure, grid capacity, 
vehicle availability, cost, mileage range and the limited model types 
of heavier vans. Logistics UK is committed to supporting government 
policies that encourage the uptake of electric vehicles and is therefore 
calling on government for more intervention to support our sector.  This 
could include addressing barriers to market entry with improved charging 
infrastructure and electricity supply to commercial vehicle depots.  
 We will also be calling on commercial vehicle suppliers to 
ensure sufficient vehicles and model ranges are brought to the UK 
market in plenty of time ahead of the deadlines, to enable realistic 
business planning for vehicle upgrades by operators, initially by 
van operators and then more widely by all vehicle operators. 
 The plan also references the phase-out of new diesel HGVs, with 
a consultation on this expected in Spring 2021. There is currently 
significant uncertainty over which fuels will be the most appropriate 
to deliver net-zero HGVs, with differing views around hydrogen, green 
gas (eg biomethane) and electrification. Logistics UK welcomes the 
announcement of a £20 million fund for freight trials to pioneer hydrogen 
and other zero emission lorries to support industry to develop cost-
effective, zero emission HGVs in the UK. And, as there are currently 
only three large vans and trucks that qualify for DfT grant funding – 
compared to 18 vans – Logistics UK would like to see closer government 
and industry engagement to decide how to increase the number of 
HGVs that qualify for government low emission vehicle grants.
 Overall, Logistics UK is encouraged by the plan and asks that 
government works with industry to develop a long-term policy framework 
to support alternative fuels that are environmentally beneficial but 
also fit for purpose in the road sector. We will also work with local 
councils and city regions to encourage greater use of incentives such as 
congestion charge discounts and the ability for low-emission freight to 
use bus priority lanes. Logistics UK, its members and the wider logistics 
industry are all committed to the success of the plan and look forward 
to working together to adapt and meet crucial environmental targets. 
 Logistics UK (formerly FTA) is one of the UK’s leading business groups, 
representing logistics businesses which are vital to keeping the UK 
trading, and more than seven million people directly employed in the 
making, selling and moving of goods. With COVID-19, Brexit, new 
technology and other disruptive forces driving change in the way goods 
move across borders and through the supply chain, logistics has never 
been more important to UK plc. Logistics UK supports, shapes and stands 
up for safe and efficient logistics, and is the only business 
group which represents the whole industry, with 
members from the road, rail, sea and air industries, 
as well as the buyers of freight services such as 
retailers and manufacturers whose businesses 
depend on the efficient movement of goods.

For more information about the 
organisation and its work, including 
its ground-breaking research into the 
impacts of COVID-19 on the whole supply 
chain, please visit logistics.org.uk 

FURTHER INFORMATION

Renault Trucks UK & Ireland has 
announced plans to achieve 
net-zero greenhouse gas status 
by 2030, through the unveiling 
of its Sustainability Initiative.
 The company’s sustainability 
plans mainly focuses on the GHG 
Protocol’s Scope 1 and Scope 2 
categories, which include all direct 
and owned indirect emissions from 
the activities of the organisation.
 A breakdown of 2019 emissions 
data shows that across all Renault 
Trucks UK & Ireland operations, 
44 per cent emissions were from 
travel, 52 per cent energy and four 
per cent other, such as waste, paper 
and water. As well as encouraging 
energy saving behaviours, 
implementing a zero waste 
strategy and other environmental 
innovations, over the coming decade 
the Renault Trucks network has 
also outlined its ambition to switch 
to 100 per cent fossil free energy.
 The GHG Protocol’s Scope 3 
category covers indirect emissions 
that are linked to, but not owned 
by, the company. Renault Trucks 
UK & Ireland has identified those 
areas which are directly under its 
control and will act upon those 
where it can, whilst other will be 
managed as part of the wider Volvo 
Group’s approach. For example, 
in France, home to Renault Trucks’ 

vehicle manufacturing operations, 
all sites have been supplied with 
100 per cent renewable electricity 
since January 2019, reducing 
CO2 emissions. Additionally, 
all Renault Trucks vehicles are 
assembled in factories that have 
been ISO 14001 certified since 
2001. Renault Trucks also asks its 
suppliers and partners to be ISO 
14001 certified or to engage in a 
continuous improvement process.
 Carlos Rodrigues, Managing 
Director, Renault Trucks UK & Ireland, 
says: “We recognise the global 
challenges of climate change and as 
a business we have a responsibility 
to act. The commitment of our 
Warwick headquarters and our 
dealer network to achieve net-zero 
by 2030 underlines the importance 
we place on playing our part in 
creating a more sustainable future.
 “I am very grateful and honoured 
that all our private distributors 
agreed to start this journey with 
the manufacturer. Together, the 
extended Renault Trucks family 
will significantly reduce our carbon 
footprint in many areas of our 
direct control and value chain 
across the UK and Ireland.”

Renault Trucks UK & Ireland 
commits to net-zero status by 2030

ENVIRONMENT

READ MORE

tinyurl.com/y6ajrnb4
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Denise Beedell,  policy manager for vans and urban, Logistics UK
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Fuel economy and CO2 results for the New Vivaro-e Elite L1H1 3100 75kW (136PS). Mpg (l/100km): N/A. CO2 emissions: 0g/km. 
Electric range up to 206 miles (WLTP).*
*Provisional data. The New Vivaro-e is a battery electric vehicle requiring mains electricity for charging. Range data given has been determined according to WLTP test procedure methodology. 
The figures shown are intended for comparability purposes only and should only be compared other cars tested to the same technical standard. The range you achieve under real world driving 
conditions will depend upon a number of factors, including but not limited to: the accessories fitted (pre and post registration); charging frequency; personal driving style; vehicle payload and 
route characteristics; variations in weather; heating/air conditioning; pre-conditioning and battery condition. For more information, contact your local Vauxhall Retailer.

Carries British business

Vivaro-electrifying 
British businessBritish business

Winner of International 
Van of the Year 2021

New all-electric Vivaro-e

GMB_11299745_Q4_20_Vivaro-e_FP_210x297.indd   1GMB_11299745_Q4_20_Vivaro-e_FP_210x297.indd   1 07/01/2021   13:5407/01/2021   13:54
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more powerful of our EVs, is the 
big brother to the eDELIVER 3, so 
our MAXUS family is expanding 
at pace with a Chassis variant 
to arrive in Q2 2021.
  “The eDELIVER 9, a complete 
new platform, perfectly 
illustrates MAXUS’ focus on 
diversification, customisation 
and reputation. Everything about 
this van is of superior quality and 
showcases what we at MAXUS 

are all about. We want to make 
choosing an electric vehicle as 
easy as possible for customers, 
whether they are shopping for 
one vehicle or an entire fleet for 
their business. The eDELIVER 9 
has it all in terms of spec, space 
and is 100 per cent electric.”

READ MORE

tinyurl.com/y2om7a7s

Assurant has announced a 
partnership with The London 
Electric Vehicle Company 
(LEVC) to provide extended 
warranty solutions for its 
electric commercial vehicles.
 The new warranty proposition, 
LEVC One, will cover LEVC electric 
TX black cabs and VN5 electric 
van models and will closely 
resemble the Original Equipment 
Manufacturer (OEM) initial 

offering. The Assurant programme 
will manage the day-to-day claims 
management, offering its customer 
service expertise to vehicle owners, 
and allowing LEVC to focus on its 
core business activity. The product 
is the first of its kind specifically for 
electric vehicle warranty coverage.
 LEVC One includes a standard 
warranty for five years and 
150,000 miles for the vehicle 
and eight years and 150,000 

Extended warranty solutions  
for LEVC commercial EVs

Rhyner Logistik 
takes on electric 
Renault truck 
with solar panels

WARRANTIES ELECTRIC TRUCKS

READ MORE

READ MORE

tinyurl.com/yxttshgd

tinyurl.com/y3vgpvl5

MAXUS has unveiled its new, 
larger electric van, eDELIVER 
9, which has a range of 
219 miles and a choice of 
three battery options.
 Prices for the eDELIVER 9 
start from £55,000 ex. VAT with 
the approval of a government 
electric vehicle grant, and is 
available to order now for 
deliveries from January 2021.
 The battery options - 51.5Kwh, 
72Kwh and 88.55 Kwh (LH) - 
have various cooling methods 
which reduce charging time, 
as well as extend battery 
life and operating range.
 The new model will be rated 
at 3500kgs and optional 
4050kgs with payloads of 
up to 1,700kg/51.5kWh).
 MAXUS offers a number 
variants in the eDELIVER 9 
range including crew cab, 
chassis and minibus models, 
while a network of specialist 
converters can also create a 

bespoke van to cater for all 
driver and business needs 
including mobility, refrigeration 
and specialist cargo.
 Mark Barrett, GM of Harris 
Maxus, commented: “Despite its 
challenges, 2020 has represented 
a new era for MAXUS in which 
we can offer our customers even 
more variety in terms of zero 
emission commercial vehicles.  
The eDELIVER 9, as the bigger 

MAXUS presents larger electric van with 219 mile range
ELECTRIC VANS

miles for the battery, as well 
as an extended warranty of six 
years and 200,000 miles for 
the vehicle and eight years and 
200,000 miles for the battery. 
This means that LEVC can offer a 
longer warranty that also covers 
more miles for its customers. 

Swiss haulier Rhyner Logistik has 
acquired a fully electric Renault 
Truck D Wide Z.E., which has 
been fitted with solar panels to 
power the refrigeration unit.
 The truck is being used to 
supply Denner supermarkets 
in Zurich and its suburbs.
 Rhyner Logistik has also 
acquired a rapid charging station, 
and the truck is charged at the 
depot during loading operations.
 When driven in an urban 
environment that requires 
frequent braking, energy recovery 
also leads to savings of 20 to 30 
per cent, which prolongs its range.
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Fuel economy and CO2 results for the New Vivaro-e Elite L1H1 3100 75kW (136PS). Mpg (l/100km): N/A. CO2 emissions: 0g/km. 
Electric range up to 206 miles (WLTP).*
*Provisional data. The New Vivaro-e is a battery electric vehicle requiring mains electricity for charging. Range data given has been determined according to WLTP test procedure methodology. 
The figures shown are intended for comparability purposes only and should only be compared other cars tested to the same technical standard. The range you achieve under real world driving 
conditions will depend upon a number of factors, including but not limited to: the accessories fitted (pre and post registration); charging frequency; personal driving style; vehicle payload and 
route characteristics; variations in weather; heating/air conditioning; pre-conditioning and battery condition. For more information, contact your local Vauxhall Retailer.

Carries British business

Vivaro-electrifying 
British businessBritish business

Winner of International 
Van of the Year 2021

New all-electric Vivaro-e
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Read more about our new battery electric truck and the
rest of our electric range at scania.co.uk/electrification 

Stay one step ahead with 
fully electric transport 

TAKE CHARGE OF 
YOUR COMPETITION



From city centre deliveries to international 
haulage, vans and trucks are delivering 
essential goods across the country, but 
as the drive for net zero by 2050 gathers 
pace, road transport needs to change. 
Transport now represents around a third 
of all UK greenhouse gas emissions and 
trucks and vans are responsible for a 
third (and growing) of that impact.
 With major action just announced in 
the car sector for 2030, trucks and vans 
also need to step up their contribution to 
decarbonisation. The government’s ‘Ten 
Point Plan for a Green Industrial Revolution’ 
promised a consultation on the phase-out 
of new diesel HGVs in 2021 to put the UK 
“in the vanguard of zero emission freight”.
 But with varying solutions available - or in 
development - for slashing HGV emissions, 
how will fleet operators know what to back?
 The Low Emission Freight and Logistics 
Trials (LEFT) put everything from 
renewable hydrogen fuel and battery 
electric trucks through to biomethane 
fuel, kinetic energy recovery systems 
and even lightweight and aerodynamic 
trailers were put through their paces.
 The project was a £20 million government-
funded programme which took place from 
2017 to 2020. Now the LowCVP has released 
a report showing the results of the trials.

Decarbonising UK trucks
The Low Emission Freight and Logistics Trials (LEFT) put everything from renewable hydrogen fuel 
and battery electric trucks through to biomethane fuel, kinetic energy recovery systems and even 
lightweight and aerodynamic trailers through their paces. Here’s what was discovered

The industry-led trials showed how low and 
zero emission alternative technologies can 
make a difference and to encourage their 
widespread introduction to UK fleets.
 The funding was delivered by the Office for 
Low Emission Vehicles (OLEV) and Innovate 
UK, with extensive data management 
and analysis from the trials carried out 
by TRL supported by LowCVP and 
Millbrook. An additional £12m 
was contributed by private 
sector trial participants.
 The resulting LEFT report 
points to a range of tried 
and tested solutions 
which it categorises 
as ‘Revolution’, 
‘Transition’ 
and ‘Evolution’ 
technologies, 
depending on the 
potential contribution 
to the net zero agenda. 
Revolution technologies 
include battery electric vehicles; 
Transition technologies include 
range-extended electric vehicles; dedicated 
gas vehicles and hydrogen/gas dual fuel 
vehicles; Evolution technologies include 
lightweight & aerodynamic trailers and trailer 
kinetic energy recovery systems (KERS).

Decarbonising HGVs
The trials found that there is a wide range of 
revolutionary, transitionary and evolutionary 
technologies and alternative fuels that can all 
help to decarbonise commercial vehicles and 
road freight both in the next few years and 
out to 2050. 
 The battery electric vehicles and range-

extended electric vehicles (REEVs) 
achieved significant emission 

reductions across almost all 
cycles and assessment 

criteria and all of the 
other technologies 
achieved improvements 
in at least some.
    Eight of the funded 
consortia completed 
the trials. All the 
projects monitored 

vehicles in service 
within their fleets and 

analysed their own data. 
TRL carried out data collection 

and independent analysis of 
the performance, cost savings and 

environmental impacts of the trial vehicles. 
Uniquely for this programme, every 
technology was put through comparative 
laboratory or track-based tests over the full 
operating range to give a direct E 

The government’s ‘Ten Point Plan’ promised a consultation on the phase-out of new diesel HGVs  in 2021

Freight &
 Logistics
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GOUPIL ELECTRIC LIGHT COMMERCIAL ROAD VEHICLES
WWW.BRADSHAWEV.COM/GOUPIL-ROAD-VEHICLES

100% ELECTRIC, ZERO EMISSIONS, NO RESTRICTIONS

www.rhinoproducts.co.uk

T. 0151 319 2931
E. sales@rhinoproducts.co.uk

W O R K I N G  F O R  Y O U
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#HelloPro  
•  New - Optional PVC lining.
•  New - O-ring seal to reduce water ingress.
•  New - Integral lock housed inside the tube.
•  New - Aerodynamic nose cone. 
•  Plus - Dual openings. Independently crash tested. 
              Industry leading capacity.  

Britain’s favourite pipe carrying product for 
fleets, just got better.

Available now! 
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 comparison to the current state 
of the art conventional Euro VI 
diesel truck performance.
 The programme allowed the emissions 
and energy performance of the LEFT 
technologies, and the practicalities of their 
in-fleet integration and implementation, to 
be compared with equivalent conventional 
diesel-powered Euro 6/VI vehicles.

Key findings
The BEV projects reported many benefits, 
including a 60 per cent reduction in vehicle 
running costs vs diesel. Operational 
effectiveness was proven and myths 
about EVs were dispelled, such as range 
anxiety. The trial also found that smart 
charging infrastructure achieved substantial 
further cost savings vs depot connection 
upgrades (around 80 per cent). 
 The outcomes of the range-extended EV, 
gas and dual-fuel hydrogen-diesel projects 
were also positive. The trial found a strong 
business case proven for gas-powered 
vehicles using RTFO approved bio-methane, 
for long haul/regional operations. There 
were substantial orders placed for new 
gas-powered vehicles by LEFT participants, 
accompanied by planned expansion in 
refuelling infrastructure and bio-methane 
supply (now at least 80 per cent of all gas for 
road transport). There was also positive driver 
feedback, based on perceived environmental 
improvements or lower noise levels. 
 The trial also found that hydrogen 
combustion can be done efficiently in 
dual fuel applications to displace diesel 
fuel use. However, the trial identified that 
a more reliable, cost effective hydrogen 
refuelling infrastructure is needed, 
using renewably-sourced hydrogen.

Acceleration of innovation
Commenting on the trials and the report, 
LowCVP Managing Director Andy Eastlake 

Freight &
 Logistics

said: “We’re seeing an acceleration in the 
rate of innovation towards lower emissions 
in the freight sector but there’s still a long 
way to go and we still need to understand 
the best technical options for different uses.
 “The LEFT programme has significantly 
added to our understanding of the 
different options and has shone a light 
for fleet managers on the directions 
they can take now to cut emissions.
 “It’s clear that this government backing 
for trials of technology development projects 
has been instrumental in encouraging 
innovation and private-sector deployment 
of low emission vehicles and fuels that 
otherwise would not have happened.”
 Dr Francesca Iudicello, Programme 
Manager – Automotive, Low & Zero Emission 
Vehicles – UKRI, Innovate who helped to 
fund the trials said: “The LEFT programme 
has produced invaluable data from freight 
and logistics trials for wide range of low and 
zero emission technologies and fuels, which 
will inform future government policy and 
shape decisions in the van and truck industry 
and operation. This is particularly important 
as the UK transport decarbonisation plan to 
meet net zero by 2050 is being finalised.”
 Justin Laney, General Manager – Fleet, 
for John Lewis Partnership (and a LowCVP 
Board member) which hosted and contributed 
to the trials (Maximising CNG Benefits 
section) said: “Innovate trials are a highly 

effective catalyst for new technologies. 
The LEFT initiative has generated the 
really robust and valuable insight that is 
needed to guide decision making in the 
complex area of sustainable road freight.”
 Peter Harris, International Sustainability 
Director for UPS (also a LowCVP Board 
member), the multinational package delivery 
and logistics company which participated in 
the smart electric urban logistics (SEUL) and 
the Tevva range-extended electric vehicle 
projects said: “As a global logistics provider 
at the forefront of companies working to 
address environmental challenges, we have 
a long history of developing and promoting 
the use of efficient last-mile delivery 
solutions that will allow us to continue to 
keep moving the world forward by delivering 
what matters long into the future.
 “Being involved in this project has 
helped us to foster a culture of sustainable 
innovation within our business.
 “It has been a privilege to collaborate with 
our project partners, who have provided 
us with invaluable external expertise, 
to explore the innovative technologies 
that will help the industry move toward 
a more sustainable future.” L

FURTHER INFORMATION

Download the report here:
www.lowcvp.org.uk

The battery electric vehicles and range-
extended electric vehicles achieved 
significant emission reductions across 
almost all cycles and assessment criteria 
and all of the other technologies achieved 
improvements in at least some.
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Decarbonisation a priority 
for freight executives 
A new report from Shell and Deloitte uncovers the appetite of freight executives to go green, the 
perceived barriers to decarbonisation, and the recommended solutions for the short and long term

have already begun to align on a technology 
pathway,” said Carlos Maurer, Executive Vice 
President of Sectors and Decarbonisation at 
Shell. “We believe that once produced at scale, 
hydrogen will likely be the more cost-effective 
and viable pathway to net zero emissions for 

heavy duty and long-route medium 
duty vehicles, and electric 

mobility will do the same for 
light duty and short-route 

medium duty vehicles. 
Shell has already begun 
taking steps to make 
these energy solutions 
available to customers 
and we are partnering 
with others to expand 
these efforts.”

  Shell has also released 
a companion report 

named “Decarbonising 
Road Freight: Shell’s Route 

Ahead” outlining Shell’s role in 
helping the sector decarbonise. The report 
outlines Shell’s climate ambition and plans 
to reduce the emissions of its own road 
transport fleet of close to 3,000 contracted 
vehicles by more than 25 per cent by 2025. 
It also sets out how Shell aims to deploy 
low and zero emission fuels and fuelling 
infrastructure, solutions for reducing and 
offsetting emissions, policy recommendations 
and plans for collaborating with others 
throughout the road freight sector. L 

FURTHER INFORMATION

Dowload the report from www.shell.com

 More than  70 per cent view hydrogen and battery electric vehicles as the most viable long term zero-emission technology

Freight &
 Logistics

Shell and Deloitte have published a joint study 
on how to decarbonise the road freight sector, 
which is based on the views of road freight 
executives and experts from around the world. 
More than 70 per cent of the 158 interviewees 
consider decarbonisation as the leading or 
top three priority for their organisation.
 The “Decarbonising Road Freight: Getting 
into Gear” report offers a detailed 10-
year roadmap with 22 solutions aimed at 
addressing the economic, technical, regulatory 
and organisational factors influencing 
the sector’s ability to decarbonise.
 The report shows that more than 70 per cent 
of study participants view hydrogen fuel cell 
electric vehicles and battery electric vehicles 
as the most viable long term zero-emission 
heavy duty truck technology, and many 
believe these trucks will become commercially 
viable in the next five to 10 years.
 “Trucks move virtually everything modern 
society depends on for daily life and during 
the current COVID-19 crisis, society has 
experienced just how critical road freight is 
in delivering essential goods,” said Huibert 
Vigeveno, Downstream Director at Shell. 
 “However, road freight is currently 
responsible for around nine per cent of 
global CO2 emissions and with demand for 
road freight services set to double by 2050, 
urgent action must be taken now to put the 
sector on a pathway to net zero emissions by 
then. Fleet companies, truck manufacturers 
and energy providers have already started 
investing in low and zero emission solutions, 
but the sector requires a more robust set of 
policies and regulations to accelerate change.”
 The report finds that to meet the goal of 
the Paris agreement, absolute emissions 
from road freight need to decline almost 60 
per cent by 2050 versus a 2018 baseline, 
despite an expected doubling of road 
freight volume over the same period.

Barriers
Relatively cheap trucks and diesel fuel, 
and easy access to fuelling infrastructure, 
underpin the current attractiveness and 
flexibility of the road freight sector. 
 Around 80 per cent of interviewees 
consider insufficient access to fast battery 
charging and hydrogen fuelling infrastructure 
as a limiting factor, because “no operator 
will take a chance on a new truck unless 
they are certain they will be able to fuel 
or charge it,” as one fleet owner puts it.
 Interviewees also indicated that alternative 
technologies required to decarbonise, ‒ 
namely battery electric vehicles (BEVs) and 

fuel-cell electric vehicles (FCEVs)  are still 
“prohibitively expensive to buy and use.” 
 Around 80 per cent of interviewees believe 
that an absence of well-designed regulatory 
incentives to reduce this cost difference in 
the initial years of the transition will be a 
major barrier preventing fleet owners 
from investing in low and zero-
emission trucks at scale.
    
Getting started   
The report found 
that although not 
yet commercially 
viable, most study 
participants agree 
that the technologies 
to decarbonise road 
freight exist, and truck 
manufacturers are already 
developing hydrogen 
fuel cell electric vehicles 
and battery electric vehicles.
 It was also highlighted that companies 
should begin prioritising the replacement 
of trucks and buses in viable short-range 
and urban duty cycles using available 
zero emission hydrogen fuel cell electric 
vehicles and battery electric vehicles. And 
through coalitions and partnerships, industry 
players should increase the deployment of 
zero-emission trucks and fuels in regional 
clusters and along high-traffic corridors.
    The report found that Low emission 
fuels such as liquified natural gas (LNG), 
bioLNG, compressed natural gas and 
biodiesel should be commercialised 
quickly around existing points of supply, 
but not where they could disrupt the 
deployment of zero-emission solutions.
    What’s more, immediate emission 
reductions can be achieved for fleets 
with diesel powered trucks by improving 
truck design, employing digital solutions 
to optimise fleet management and using 
higher quality fuels and lubricants.

The pathway to zero emissions
“The next 10 years will be critically important 
for the road freight sector to introduce zero 
emission vehicles into the global fleet, and it 
is very encouraging that road freight leaders 
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Eleven organisations are participating in the 
Energy Saving Trust’s eCargo Bike Research 
Project, funded by Transport Scotland. 
 The project, supported by the eBike Grant 
Fund, offers organisations in Scotland the 
opportunity to trial an ecargo bike for 12 
months, free of charge. These trials will allow 
Transport Scotland and Energy Saving Trust to 
gather data and user experiences to inform the 
potential of ecargo bike use for addressing both 
business needs and the climate emergency.
 The successful submissions to the project 
demonstrated a broad range of applications 
for the ecargo bike trials, such as last mile 
deliveries and short-distance staff journeys.
 Edinburgh-based Farr Out Deliveries is a 
cargo bike courier delivery service, whose 
aim is to make cargo bike deliveries a key 

Insight into how businesses 
uses eCargo bikes
The Energy Saving Trust’s eCargo Bike Research Project will demonstrate how ecargo bikes can 
address both business needs and the climate emergency. We look at the organisations trialling  
an eCargo bike for 12 months in Scotland as part of the project

element of the city’s green future. Over 3,000 
packages have been delivered on ecargo 
bikes in the three months 
since Farr Out Deliveries 
started up, illustrating 
how businesses and 
individuals can replace 
car and van delivery 
routes with an ebike.
 The ecargo bike 
is well-suited 
to bulk delivery 
activities, as it has 
an increased load 
capacity, a weather-
resistant place to secure 
the cargo, and allows a 
longer range of cycling.

 Act Now was also successful in its application. 
The organisation runs several projects 

aimed at maintaining, enhancing 
and promoting the coastal and 

countryside environment in 
Argyll and the Isles.

 Working in partnership 
with communities, public 
agencies and private 
organisations, they 
design and implement 
projects that encompass 
conservation, tourism, and 

health and wellbeing. 
 The trial ecargo bike 

will be used by cafes, local 
manufacturing businesses, 

nurseries and allotments 

Ca
rg

o 
Bi

ke
s

Eleven organisations are participating in the Energy Saving Trust’s eCargo Bike Research Project, funded by Transport Scotland
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throughout Argyll and Bute, and will 
reduce the need for staff, volunteers and 
members of the public to use their cars.
 Jamie Joyce, project officer at Act Now, 
said: “The Act Now project is delighted 
to have been accepted by Energy Saving 
Trust as part of the eCargo Bike Research 
Project. We look forward to working with 
Mid Argyll organisations who can make full 
use of the ecargo bike as a real sustainable 
alternative to traditional car and van use.”
 RSPB Scotland, a leading charity protecting 
nature in Scotland, is providing the eCargo 
bike to employees that are filming nature 
videos for social media. This presents the 
opportunity to complete a carbon neutral 
filming process while reducing the reliance 
on leased vehicles. The eCargo bike will be 
used to transport staff members and their 
equipment to various locations across Scotland.
 The Climate Action Strathaven project will 
offer a community eCargo Bike opportunity 
for local independent retailers including 
bakers, butchers, and newsagents to provide 
a delivery service around Strathaven. The 
central shopping area, the Common Green, 
is currently overwhelmed with traffic due 
to new housing developments nearby. 
Currently, many locals will drive in and 
around Strathaven for shopping, therefore 
this delivery service will reduce the number 
of short journeys being carried out by car. 
 GalloGlas EcoClean are an eco-friendly and 
sustainable cleaning company that currently 
operates using electric vehicles – a Renault 
Twizy and a Nissan Acenta. The Urban Arrow 

Cargo Bikes

eCargo bike will primarily be used to allow staff 
to carry their equipment to clients in and around
the town centre. Additional uses for the 
ecargo are planned such as offering clients the 
last mile delivery within the town, ensuring 
no emissions whilst delivering goods.
 At Babcock International Group, the 
ecargo bike will replace a diesel van that 
currently averages 3,000 miles per year 
across 300 acres on-site. The primary 
users will be maintenance electricians and 
telecoms engineers, who will use the ecargo 
to carry tools and equipment securely.
 Ellie Grebenik, senior programme 
manager at Energy Saving Trust, said: 
“It is encouraging to see the breadth of 
applications supported by the eCargo 
Bike Research Project. The keen interest 
in the project and the oversubscriptions 
demonstrate how people are keen to 
move to more sustainable travel options. 

eCargo bikes are an attractive zero-
emission transport solution that also help 
to reduce congestion on our roads.
 “They offer many benefits, including 
significant fuel cost savings compared 
to a vehicle, increased activity levels 
for the rider, improved local air quality 
and no carbon emissions. Increasing 
ecargo bike usage will be a crucial part 
of Scotland’s transition to net zero.”
 For fleets interested in purchasing an 
ecargo bike, Energy Saving Trust administers 
an interest-free loan so businesses 
and individuals can spread the upfront 
cost of the vehicle over four years.
 Full details of the successful projects are 
available on Energy Saving Trust’s website. L

FURTHER INFORMATION

www.energysavingtrust.org.uk

Edinburgh-based Farr Out Deliveries is a 
cargo bike courier delivery service, whose 
aim is to make cargo bike deliveries a key 
element of the city’s green future. Over 
3,000 packages have been delivered on 
ecargo bikes in the three months since Farr 
Out Deliveries started up 
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What is it? 
In the 1980s and 1990s, van derivatives of 
small cars were rife, but over the past 20 years 
or so their numbers have dwindled. Ford still 
sells a van version of its popular Fiesta, but the 
converted small car commercial template has 
all but disappeared, replaced with a slew of 
small, but more practical, purpose-built LCVs. 
Renault has bucked the trend, though, and 
introduced what is perhaps an obvious idea: a 
van version of its successful all-electric Zoe. It’s a 
startlingly simple solution and with the number 
of low and ultra-low emission zones only set to 
rise, it looks to be a perfectly timed answer to 
both last-mile and longer distance deliveries.

How practical is it?
Based on a small car, the Zoe Van obviously 
loses some ground to more purpose-built 
rivals, but Renault has still managed to give 
it 1.0m3 of load volume, with maximum 
payloads of between 435kg and 457kg 
(excluding driver) depending on version. The 
rubber-lined rear load deck is on a raised 
platform to meet the car’s luggage area, and 
is mounted where the rear seats would be. The 
load bay has 1,205mm of length in the load 
bay with a maximum width of 1,110mm.

Four anchorage points tie items down and 
a mesh bulkhead protects the driver and 
passenger should any objects fly forward. An 
extended load cover is fitted in addition to the 
car’s parcel shelf to cover items from prying 
eyes, and Renault has wisely left the rear doors 

Renault Pro+ ZOE Van 
Business+ R110 Z.E 50
The choice in the mid-sized electric van market is set to expand hugely in 2021,  
but Renault Pro+ has seized upon the small commercial EV sector with its car-based  
Zoe Van. Richard Gooding discovers if it measures up

electric LCV able to use various power sockets 
and sources. The van can be recharged at one 
of 11,000 nationwide public charging points, 
where a 22kW charger can refill the battery 
in as little as three hours. A 7kW connection, 
such as an office/home wall box, can fully refill 
the Zoe Van’s battery in just under 10 hours.

Similarly to its passenger-carrying relative, 
the Zoe Van does without 50kW rapid charge 
functionality as standard. An odd omission, it is 
less of an issue than it could be due to the van’s 
long range. However, it does seem strange in a 
vehicle which is likely to spend most of its time 
scooting around urban areas, with the welcome 
option of tackling much longer journeys than 
other electrified LCVs. Available for an extra 
£840, the Zoe Van Rapid Charge models can 
be refilled to 80 per cent in one hour and 10 
minutes. Renault also claims that just 30 minutes 
of rapid charging will replenish 90 miles of range.

Nearest charge points can be found via 
Renault’s standard Easy Link navigation 
system, along with the My Renault Android/
Apple smartphone app. When it comes to 
efficiency, we averaged 3.9 miles per kWh.

How does it drive?
Externally, the Zoe Van appears just as the Zoe 
passenger car. That’s a good thing. The recent 
update gives the car – and therefore the van 
– a smart appearance, and the commercial 
also carries over the car’s upgraded and near-
premium-feeling interior. The seven-inch colour 
touchscreen infotainment screen sits in the 

as they are on the regular Zoe, enabling items 
to be loaded and unloaded through them, 
should the rear tailgate be inaccessible. The 
rear windows have been disabled, though, 
and have been covered with an opaque film.

How clean is it?
Based on the same mechanical and powertrain 
package as the Zoe passenger car, the Zoe Van 
is all-electric and therefore emits 0g/km of CO2.

What range does it have?
Renault uses tried and tested lithium-ion 
technology for its EV batteries, and the latest 
Zoe family now uses a unit with an energy 
capacity of 52kWh. That gives the entry-level 
Zoe Van a claimed official WLTP range of 
245 miles, dropping to 239 miles for the top 
Business+ model tested here. Either way, 
it’s an eminently usable distance, and we 
saw a recorded high of 222 miles on a full 
charge. Renault claims real-world ranges of 
233 and 150 miles in summer and winter 
respectively, but even the lowest value should 
be more than enough for a day’s deliveries. 

As well as ranges the same as its passenger 
car relative, the Zoe light commercial 
also features technology such as a heat 
pump, pre-conditioning and regenerative 
braking to conserve battery energy.

How long does it take to charge?
Renault has fitted the Zoe Van with its 
Chameleon Charger technology which makes its 

ROAD TEST
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Road Test

centre of the revised dashboard and works 
well, with smooth transitions and the options 
of Android Auto and Apple CarPlay connectivity. 
Ahead of the driver is the same 10-inch 
customisable colour digital display as the regular 
Zoe, all of which makes time spent in the small 
commercial all the more pleasant and enjoyable. 

As you may expect with a car-based van, 
the driving experience also differs little to the 
regular Zoe. Hushed on the move, the ‘R110’ 
80kW (108bhp) electric motor gives brisk 
acceleration, suiting the van’s urban use cycle 
perfectly. The only motor available on the Zoe 
Van, there’s more than enough performance for 
everyday use. Renault claims the small LCV goes 
from 0-31mph in 3.9 seconds, which is useful 
performance in heavily trafficked urban areas. 

Even though the rear end is ‘open’, there’s 
very little noise from the load area. The same 
‘elasticity’ in the EV powertrain is also present, 
and it’s easy and fun to drive Around corners, 
the Zoe Van grips well, and its inherent agility 
and size makes it perfect for nipping in and out 
of the urban areas it is most likely to inhabit. 

Brake regeneration can be increased by 
using the standard ‘B’ mode on the single-
speed gearbox. It noticeably slows the 
van down to an almost stop at junctions 
and makes for simple ‘one pedal’ driving. 
An ‘Eco’ driving mode also helps eke out 
range, by minimising certain parameters of 
the van’s performance and operation.

What does it cost?
Unlike its passenger car sibling, the light 
commercial Zoe is only available in two trim 
levels. The entry-level Business starts from 
a basic price of £19,722 excluding VAT and 
the government’s Plug-in Van Grant (PiVG). 
Equivalent to the entry-level Play passenger 
version, the Zoe Van Business has a full 
complement of standard equipment including air 
conditioning, automatic lights and wipers, cruise 
control, full LED headlights, front fog lights, 
keyless entry, seven-inch colour touchscreen 
infotainment system, 10-inch customisable 
digital driver display, and 15-inch ‘Flex’ wheels. 

Upgrade to the £20,672 Business+ spec of 
our test car and you’ll gain body-coloured door 
mirrors, climate control, recycled fabric seat 
upholstery, a synthetic leather-covered steering 
wheel, three years of connected navigation 
services, wireless smartphone charging, and 

16-inch alloy wheels. The higher specification 
model also benefits from a full suite of driver 
assistance features with automatic high/
low headlight beam, lane departure, and 
traffic sign recognition systems all fitted as 
standard, along with rear parking sensors. 

How much does it cost to tax?
As the Renault Zoe Van is all-electric, it is exempt 
from Vehicle Excise Duty and doesn’t attract the 
standard light commercial vehicle rate of £265.

Why does my fleet need one?
A simple and perhaps obvious solution to 
urban deliveries, Renault’s decision to turn 
its successful Zoe into a light commercial is 
a winning one. Delivering the same range, 
low running costs, comfort, and agility as 
the passenger car version, it is perfectly 
suited to a light commercial application. 

Although it may be down on load volume 
when compared to more purpose-built small 
vans, with the many strengths from the car 
carried over, the Zoe Van is almost as an 
irresistible a choice as its passenger-carrying 
sibling. The same 100,000-mile/five-year  
mechanical and eight-year traction battery 
warranties should also accelerate the small 
Renault van’s appeal to fleet operators. The only 
question remaining is, what has taken Renault 
so long? L 
 
 FURTHER INFORMATION

www.renault.co.uk

New generation 
Kangoo hops in

GROSS PAYLOAD:         435kg (ex driver)

LOAD VOLUME:          1.0m3

ENGINE:  80kW/108bhp 
synchronous electric motor,  
52kWh lithium-ion battery

RANGE (WLTP:  239 miles

CO2:  0g/km

VED:  £0

PRICE (ex VAT,  
including OLEV  
Plug-In Van  
Grant):   £20,672 (£21,338.67 as tested) 

Renault Pro+ ZOE Van 
Business+ R110 Z.E 50

Renault Pro+ has recently taken 
the wraps off its new-generation 
Kangoo. The small van has both 
a new exterior and interior, with 
upgrades promised in design, 
material quality and safety.

Two lengths will be available to 
order later this year, with maximum 
load volumes of 3.9m3 and 4.9m3. 
As with the current model which 
employs a 44kW electric motor and 
33kWh battery, an all-electric Z.E 
version will be available, too. Over 
50,000 Kangoo Z.Es have been sold 
since 2011, making it Europe’s most 
popular electric LCV. 
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Bradshaw Electric Vehicles 
Tel: +44 (0)1780 782621 
Email: enquiries@bradshawev.com
Website: www.bradshawev.com

Bradshaw is a leading manufacturer of electric 
vehicles for industry and distributor for Goupil, 
all-electric, light commercial, zero-emission 
vehicles. Homologated for road use the Goupil 
range is suited to low emission zones, towns 
and cities. With 11 body configurations, the 
vehicles are designed for last mile delivery 
and service operations.

ELECTRIC VEHICLES 

Go Plant Fleet Services
Tel: 0333 321 4877
Email: enquiries@gpl-hire.co.uk
Website: www.go-plant.co.uk

With more than 40 years industry experience 
and expertise, Go Plant Fleet Services is the UK’s 
leading provider of fleet management solutions, 
contract and operated hire solutions and service 
and maintenance packages. They work in 
partnership with local authorities, contractors 
and many large private sector Companies.

FLEET SERVICES

EV RECHARGING

Rigfone Electrics
Email: enquiries@rigfone.co.uk
Tel: 023 8021 5100
Fax: 023 8021 5101

Rigfone Electrics is an OLEV approved EV 
Installation Contractor offering innovative cost 
effective installation solutions across the South 
of the UK. Established in 1963 we have built 
a strong reputation for both reliability and 
quality with our clients in industry, commerce 
and public sector. We offer tailor made best 
value solutions for all your EV charge point 
requirements.

Qerb Electric Vehicle Charging
01752 546160
charge@qerb.uk
www.qerbcharge.uk
 
21 Sisna Park, Sisna Park Road,
Estover, Plymouth, PL6 7AE

QERB Charge, Electric Vehicle Charging,  
Electric Vehicle Chargers for Home, Workplace, 
SME, Garages, Car Parks, Large Commercial 
and Public Sector, Fleet Electric Vehicle 
Charging, Electric Vehicle Charging Facilities, 
OLEV Electric Vehicle Charging, UK Wide 
Installations, Smart Electric Vehicle Charging.

Europcar Mobility Group UK
Tel: 0371 384 0140
Email: businesssolutions@europcar.com
Website: europcar-mobility-group.com

Europcar Mobility Group UK is helping public 
and private sector organisations reduce 
emissions through a total mobility offering, 
from ultra-short-term car use by the hour 
through Ubeeqo and E-Car; traditional daily 
rental from Europcar; long-term rental of brand 
new vehicles with Europcar Advantage; and 
ride hailing and chauffeur services from Brunel.

VEHICLE LEASING

The publishers accept no responsibility for errors or omissions in this free service
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Rhino Products
Tel: 01244 833790
Email: sales@rhinoproducts.co.uk
Website: www.rhinoproducts.co.uk

We are Europe’s leading van accessory 
manufacturer, supplying an innovative range 
of Roof Racks, Roof Bars, Steps, Ladder 
Restraints & more for the commercial vehicle 
market. Our products are made in the UK to 
the highest of standards, ensuring the utmost 
in performance, durability and aesthetics.

COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 

Mr Electric
Tel: 0800 7311 606
Email: enquiries@mrelectric.com
Website: www.mr-electric.co.uk

Mr. Electric is the UK’s leading electrical 
franchise brand. Approved OLEV installer, 
trusted electrical experts. A proven track 
record of being reliable with over 17 years 
of experience in electrical installation and 
maintenance. National coverage allows us to 
take care of EV Charge Point installation and 
maintenance across the UK.

EV RECHARGING

EV CHARGE POINTS
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No matter what type of operation you run – we will help you 
electrify your transport. Read more about our new electric 
range at scania.co.uk/electrification

Futureproof your fleet 
with electrification

TAKE CHARGE
OF YOUR FLEET


